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Mahomed Reza Khän. 


J. HAT it was the declared policy of the Company, on 
T the acquiſition of the Duannee of Bengal, to continue 
the Country Government, under the inſpection of the Reſi- 
dent at the Nabob's Durbar in the firſt inſtance, and that of 
the Preſident and Council in the laſt; and for that purpoſe 
they did ſtipulate to aſſign, for the ſupport of the dignity of 
the Nabob, an annual allowance from the revenues, equal to 
four hundred pounds a year, 

II. That, during the Country Government, the principal 
active perſon in the adminiſtration of affairs, for rank, and 
for reputation of probity, and of knowledge in the revenues 
and the laws, was Mahomed Reza Khan, who, beſides large 
landed property, was poſſeſſed of offices, whoſe emoluments 
amounted nearly, if not altogether, to one hundred thouſand 
pounds a year, 

IV. That the Company's fervants, in the beginning, were 
not converſant in the affairs of the revenue, and ſtood in 
need of natives of integrity and experience to act in the ma- 
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nagement thereof. On that ground, as well as in regard to 
the rank which Mahomed Reza Khän held in the country, 
and the confidence of the people in him, they, the Prefident 
and Council, did inform the Court of Directors, in their 
letter of the goth of September 1765, that, “ as Mahomed 


„Reza Khan's ſhort adminiſtration was irreproachable, they 


& determined to continue him in a ſhare of the authority; 
and this information was not given lightly, but was founded 
upon an enquiry into his conduct, and a minute examination 
of charges made againſt him by his rivals in the Nabob's 
Court; they having inſinuated to the Nabob, that a deſign 
was formed for depoſing him, and placing Mahomed Reza on 
his throne; but, on examination, the Preſident and Council 
declare, that © he had ſo openly and candidly accounted for 
every rupee diſburſed from the Treaſury, that they could 
& not, Without injury to his character, and injuſtice to his 
& conduct, during his ſhort adminiſtration, refuſe continu- 
& ing him in a ſhare of the government.“ 

V. That the Company had reaſon to be ſatisfied with the 
arrangement made, fo far as it regarded him; the Preſident 
and Council having informed them in the following year, in 
their letter of the 9th of December 1766, that © the large 
& increaſe of the revenue mult, in a great meaſure, be aſerib- 
& ed to Mr. Sykes's aſſiduity, and to Mahomed Reza Khan's 
66 988 knowledge in he Crane, 

That the then Preſident and Council, finding it ne- 


- ceflary to make ſeveral reforms in the adminiſtration, were 


principally aided in the ſame by the ſuggeſtion, advice, and 
aſſiſtance of the ſaid Mahomed Reza Khan; and, in their 
letter te the Court of Directors of the 24th of June 1767, 
they ſtate their reſolution of reducing the emoluments of 
office, which before had ariſen from a variety of preſents, 
and other perquiſites, to fixed allowances; and they ſtate the 
merits of Mahomed Reza Khan therein, as well as the im- 
portance, dignity, and reſponſibility of his ſtation, in the 
tollowing manner : 

“% Mahomed Reza Khan has now, of himſelf, with great 
* delicacy of honour, repreſented to us the evil conſequences 
cc that muſt enſue from the continuance of this practice; 
<« ſince, by fuffering the principal officers of the government 
< to depend for the ſupport of their dignity on the precari- 
© ous fund of perquiſites, they in a manner oblige them to 
% purſue oppreſſive and corrupt meaſures, equally injurious 
to the country and the Company; and they accordingly 
c aſſigned twelve lack of rupees Ge the maintenance and 
«© {upport of the ſaid Mahomed Reza Khin, and two other 
principal perſons, who held in their hands the moſt im- 
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« portant employments of that government, having regard 
ce to their elevated ſtations, and to the expediency of ſup- 
« porting them in all the ſhew and parade requiſite to keep 
« up the authority and influence of their reſpective offices, 
ce as they are all men of weight and conſideration in the 
« country, who held places of great truſt and profit under 
the former government. We further propoſe, by this act 
« of generoſity, to engage their cordial ſervices, and con- 
« firm them ſteady in our intereſts, fince they cannot hope, 
« from the moſt ſucceſsful ambition, to riſe to greater ad- 
« yantages by any chance or revolution of affairs. At the 
« ſame time it was reaſonable we ſhoald not loſe ſight of Ma- 
« homed Reza Khan's paſt ſervices; he has purſued the Com- 
« pany's intereſt with ſteadineſs and diligence ; his abilities 
« qualify him to perform the moſt important ſervices. The 
« unavoidable charges of his particular ſituation are great; 
&« in dignity he ſtands ſecond to the Nabob only ;—and as 
« he engages to increaſe the revenues, without injuſtice or 
& opprethon, to more than the amount of his ſalary, and to 
* relinquiſh thoſe advantages, to the amount of eight lacks of 
« rupees per annum, Which he heretofore enjoyed, we thought 
« jt proper, in the diſtribution of ſalaries, to conſider Ma- 
« homed Reza Khan in a light ſuperior to the other Mini- 
ce ſterss We have only to obſerve farther, that great and 
© enormous as the ſum muſt appear, which we have allotted 
& for the ſupport of the Miniſters of the Government, we 
« will not heſitate to pronounce that it is neceſſary and rea- 
© ſonable, and will appear fo, on the conſideration of the 
e power which men employed on theſe important ſervices 
& have, either to obſtruct or promote the public good, un- 
6 Jeſs their integrity be confirmed by the ties 2 gratitude 
« and intereſt,” 

VII. That the faid Mahomed Reza Khan continued, with 
the ſame diligence, ſpirit, and fidelity, to execute the truſt 
repoſed in him, which comprehended a large proportion of 
the weight of government, and particularly of the coltecti- 
ons; and his attachment to the intereſt of the Company, and 
his extenſive knowledge, was again, in the courle of the 

ear 1707, fully acknowledged, and ſtated to the Court of 
Direttore: and it farther appears, that by an inceſſant appli- 
cation to buſineſs, his health was conſiderably impaired, 
which gave occaſion, in the year following, that is, in Fe- 
bruary 1768, to a freſh acknowledgment of his ſervices, in 
theſe terms: © We muſt, in juſtice to Mahomed Reza Khan, 
« expreſs the high ſenſe we entertain of his abilities, and of 
the indefatigable attention he has ſhewn in the execution 
© of the unportant truſt repoſed in him; and we cannot but 
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ce lament the proſpect of loſing his ſervices, from the pre- 
«& ſent declining ſtate of his health.” 
VIII. That as, in the increaſe of the revenue, the faid | 
Mahomed Reza Khin was employed as a perſon likely to im- 
| prove the ſame, without detriment to the people, fo, when | 
the ſtate of any province ſeemed to require a remiſſion, he | 
was employed as a perſon diſpoſed to the relief of the people ; 
without fraud to the revenue; and this was expreſſed by the 
Preſident and Council as follows, with relation to the re- 
miſſions granted in the province of Bahar: “That the ge- 
& neral knowledge of Mahomed Reza Khan, in all matters 
cc relative to the Duannee revenues, induced us to confent 
& to ſuch deduCtions being made, from the general ſtate of 
& that province at the laſt Poonah, as may be deemed irre- 
| cc coverable, or ſuch as may procure an immediate relief and 
ec encouragement to the ryots in the future cultivation of 
& their lands.“ 

IX. That the ſaid Mahomed Reza Khan, in the execution 
of the ſaid great and important truſts and powers, was not 
ſo much as ſuſpected of an ambitious or encroachiug ſpirit, 
which might make him dangerous to the Company's, then re- 
cent, authority, or which might render his precedence inju- 
rious to the conſideration due to his colleagues in office; but, 
on the contrary, it appears that a plan having been adopted 
for dividing the adminiſtration, in order to remove the Na- i 
bob's jealouſies, the ſame was in danger of being ſubverted | 
by the ambition © of two of his colleagues, and the exceſſive 0 
« moderation of Mahomed Reza Khan.” And for a remedy n 
of the inconveniencies, which might ariſe from the exceſs of 
an accommodating temper, though attended with irreproach- 


, ] . ˙—•[.ô!b' i. 4. as ts 5 


able integrity, the Preſident and Council did fend one of their a 
own members, as their deputy to the Nabob of Bengal, at N 
his capital of Maxadavad; and this meaſure appears to have I 
been adopted for the ſupport of Mahomed Reza Khin, in h 
conſequence of an enquiry made, and advice given by Lord h 
Clive, in his letter of the 3d of July 1765; in which letter, . 
he exprefles himſelf of the {aid Mahomed Reza Khan as fol- ba 


lows: © It is with pleaſure | can acquaint you, that the 
&« more I ſee of Mahomed Reza Khan, the ſironger is my convic- U 
& tion of his honour and moderation; but that, at the ſame u 
cc time, I cannot help obſerving, that either from timidity, 
cc or an erroneous principle, he is too ready to ſubmit to en- 
c croachments upon that proportion of power that has been 
« allotted him.“ | | 4 

X. That the Nabob Jaffier Ali Khan dying in February * 
1765, Mahomed Reza Khan was appointed guardian to his 
children, and adminiſtrator of his office, or regent, which $6 

appoint 
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appointment the Court of Directors did approve. But the 
party oppoſite to Mahomed Reza Khan having continued to 
cabal againſt him, ſundry accuſations were framed, relative 
to oppreſſion at the time of the famine, and for a balance due 
during his employment ot Collector of the Revenues; upon 
which the Directors did order him to be deprived of his of- 
fice, and a ſtrict enquiry to be made into his conduct. 

XI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, then lately appoint- 
ed to the Preſidency, did, on the iſt of April, and on the 
24th of September, 1772, write letters to the Court of Di- 
rectors, informing them, that on the very next day after he 
had received (as he aſſerts) their private orders, “ addreſſed 
& to himſelf alone,” and not to the Board, he did diſpatch, 
by expreſs meſſengers, his orders to Mr. Middleton, the Re- 
ſident at the Nabob's Court at Muxadavad, in a public cha- 
racter and truſt with the Nabob, to arreſt in his capital and 
at his court, and without any previous notice given of any 
change, his principal Miniſter, the aforeſaid Mahomed Reza 
Khan, and to bring him down to Calcutta; and he did care- 
fully conceal his ſaid proceedings from the knowledge of the 
Board, on pretext of his not being acquainted with their 
di ſpoſitions, and the influence which he thought that the ſaid 
Mahomed Reza Khan had amongſt them. 

XII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, at the time he gave 
his orders as aforeſaid, for arreiting the ſaid Mahomed Reza 
Khan, did not take any meaſures to compel the appearance 
of any other perſons as witneſſes, declaring it as his opt- 
nion, “ that there would be little need of violence to obtain 
6 ſuch intelligence, as they could give, againſt their former 
* maſter, when his authority is taken from him 3” but he did 
afterwards, in excuſe for the long detention and impriſon- 
ment of the ſaid Mahomed Reza Khin, without any proofs 
having been obtained of his guilt, or meaſures taken to bring 
him to a trial, aſſure the Directors, in direct contradiction to 
his former declaration, “ that the influence of Mahomed 
* Reza Khan ſtill prevailed generally throughout the coun- 
try, in the Nabob's Houſehold, and at the capital, and was 
& ſcarcely affected by his preſent diſgrace, —notwithſtand- 
mg, as he, the ſaid Haſtings, doth confeſs, he had uſed his 
utmoſt endeavours “ to break that influence, by removing 
« his dependants, and putting the direction of all the affairs 
ce that had been committed to his care into the hands of the 
* moſt powerful or active of his enemies; that he depended on 
the activity of their hatred to Mahomed Reza Khan, in- 
cited by the expeCtation of rewards, for inveſtigating the 
* conduct of the latter; that with this the inſtitution ot the 
* new Duannee coincided, and that the ſame principle had 
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guided him in the choice of Munny Begum and Rajah 


& Gourdaſs, the former for the chief adminiſtration, the lat- 
ce ter [the ſon of Nundcomar, and a mere inſtrument in the 
& hands of his father] for the Duannee of the Nabob's 
&* houſehold, both the declared enemies of Mahomed Reza 
&«& Khan.” 


XIII. That although it might be true that enemies will 


become the moſt active proſecutors, and as ſuch may, though 


under much guard and many precautions, be uſed even as 
witneſſes; and that it ought not to be an exception, ſuppoſ- 
ing their character and capacity otherwiſe good, to the ap- 
pointing them to power; yet to advance perſons to power, on 
the ground not of their honour and integrity, which might 
have produced the enmity of bad men, but merely for the 
enmity itfelf, without any reference whatſoever to a laudable 
cauſe, and even with a declared ill opinion of the morals of 
one of the party, ſuch as was actually delivered in the ſaid 
letter, by him the ſaid Haſtings, of Nundcomar (and which, 
time has ſhewn, he might alſo on good ground have conceived 
of others) was, in the circumſtances of a criminal enquiry, 
a motive highly diſgraceful to the honour of government, and 
deſtructive of impartial juſtice, by holding out the greateſt 
of all poſſible temptation to falſe accuſation, to corrupt and 
factious conſpiracies, to perjury, and to every ſpecies of in- 
juſtice and oppreſſion. 

XIV. That in conſequence of the aforeſaid motives, and 
others pretended, which were by no means a ſufficient juſti- 
cation to the {aid Warren Haſtings, he did appoint the wo- 
man aforeſaid, called Munny Begum, who had been of the 
loweſt and moſt diſcreditable order in ſociety, according to 
the ideas prevalent in India, but from whom he received ſe- 
veral ſums of money, to be guardian to the Nabob in prefer- 
ence to his own mother, and to adminiſter the affairs of the 
government in the place of the ſaid Mahomed Reza Khan, the 
tecond Muſſulman in rank after the Nabob, and the firſt in 
knowledge, gravity, weight, and character, among the Muf- 
fulmen of that province. And in order to try every method 
and to take every chance for his deſtruCtion, the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings did maliciouſly and oppreſſively keep him under 
confinement, for a part of the time, without any enquiry, 
and afterwards, with a flow and dilatory trial, for two years 
together. 

XV. That notwithſtanding a total revolution in the 
power, in part avowedly made for his deſtruction, the per- 
ſons appointed for his trial did, on full enquiry, compleatly 
acquit the ſaid Mahomed Reza Khan of the criminal charges 
againſt him, on account of which he had been ſo long per- 
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ſecuted and confined, and ſuffered much in mind, body, and 
fortune; and the Court of Directors, in their letter of the 
zd of March 1775, teſtify their ſatisfaction in the conduct and 
reſult of the ſaid enquiry, and did direct the reſtoration of 
the ſaid Mahomed Reza Khin to liberty, and to the offices 
which he had lately held, which comprehended the manage- 
ment of the Nabob's houſehold, and the general ſuperinten- 
dency of the juſtice of Bengal; but according to the orders 
of the Court of Directors, his appointments were reduced to 
thirty thouſand pounds a year, or thereabouts, of which he 
did make grievous complaint, on account of the expences at- 
tendant on his ſtation, and the heavy debts which he had been 
obliged to contract during his unjuſt perſecution and impri- 
ſonment aforeſaid, 

XVI. That on the removal of the ſaid Mahomed Reza 
Khan from the Superintendency of the Criminal Juſtice, and 
in conſequence of letting the province of Bengal in by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, ſeveral dangerous and miſchievous inno- 
vations were made by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and the 
Criminal Juſtice of the country was almoſt wholly ſubverted, 
and great irregularities and diſorders did actually enſue, 

XVII. That the Council General, eſtabliſhed by Act of 
Parliament in the year 1773, did reſtore the faid Mahomed 
Reza Khan, with the conſent and approbation of the Nabob 
(but under a proteſt from the ſaid Warren ay to his 
liberty, and to his offices, according to the ſpirit of the or- 
ders given by the Court of Directors as aforeſaid, and the 
Court of Directors did approve of the ſaid appointment, and 
did aſſure the ſaid Mahomed Reza Khan of their favour and 
protection, as long as his conduct ſhould merit the ſame, in 
the following terms: © As the abilities of Mahomed Reza 
« Khan have been ſufficiently manifeſted ; as official experi- 
« ence qualifies him for fo high a ſtation, in a more eminent 
« degree than any other native with whom the company hag 
© been connected; and as no proofs of maladminiſtration 
e have been eſtabliſhed againſt him, either during the ſtrict 
« inveſtigation of his conduct, or ſince his retirement; we 
cannot under all circumſtances but approve your recom- 
« mendation of him to the Nabob, to conſtitute him his 
« Naib, We are well pleaſed that he has received that ap- 
« pointment, and authoriſe you to aſſure him of our fayour, 
&« ſo long as a firm attachment to the intereſt of the Com- 
% pany, and a proper diſchaige of the duties of his ſtation, 
&« ſhall render him worthy of our protection.“ And the ſaid 
Mahomed Reza Khan did continue to execute the fame, 
without any complaint whatſoever of malverſation or negli- 
gence, in any manner or in his ſaid office. 
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XVIII. That in March 1778 the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
under colour that the Nabob had compleated his twentieth 
year, and had defired to be placed in the entire and uncon- 
trouled management of his ewn affairs, and that Mahomed 
Reza Khan ſhould be removed from his office, and that Mun- 
ny Begum his ſtepmother, the dancing girl aforeſaid, * ſhould 
c take on herſelf the management of the Nizamut ſ the Go- 
& yernment and general Superintendency of Criminal Juſ- 
& tice] without the interference of any perſon whatſoever ;” 
and, notwithſtanding the contradictions in the pretended ap- 
276; wag from the Nabob, with whoſe incapacity for all af- 
airs he was well acquainted, did, in defiance of the orders of 
the Court of Directors, and without regard to the infamy of an 
arrangement, made for the evident and declared purpoſe of de- 
livering not only the family with the Prince, but the govern- 
ment and juſtice of a great kingdom, into ſuch inſufficient, 
currupt, and ſcandalous hands; and though he has declared 
his opinion, “ that eur national character is concerned in 
& the character which the Nabob may obtain in the public 
& opinion,” on obtaining a majority in Council, without 
any complaint, real or pretended, remove the ſaid Mahomed 
Reza from all his offices, and did partition his ſalary as a ſpoil 
in the following manner :—To Munny Begum, the dancing 
or aforeſaid, an additional allowance of ſeventy-two thou- 

and rupees [/, 200l.] a year; to the Nabob's own mother, 
but half that ſum, that is to ſay, 36,000 rupees J]3,6001.} a 
year; to Rajah Gourdaſs, ſon of Nundcomar (whom he had 
deſcribed as a weak young man) 72,000 rupees [7,200l.] a 
year, as Controller of the Houſehold ; and to a magiſtrate 
called Sudder ul Hock, who, in real ſubſerviency to the ſaid 
Munny Begum, was nominally to act in the department of 
Criminal Juſtice, 78,000 rupeees [ 7,8001.] a year; the total 
of which allowances exceeding the ſalary of Mahomed Reza 
Khan by 18,000 rupees | 1,800!,] yearly, he did, for the cor- 
rupt and ſcandalous purpoſes aforeſaid, order the ſame to be 
made up from the Company's Treaſury, 

XIX. That Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler, having moved 
that the execution of the aforeſaid arrangement, the whole 
expence of which, ordinary and extraordinary, was charged 
upon the Company's "Treaſury, and therefore could not be 
eyen colourably diſpoſed of at the pretended will of the ſaid 
Nabob, might be ſuſpended until the pleaſure of the Court 
of Directors thereon ſhould be known; and the ſame being 
reſolved agreeably to law, by a majority of the Council then 
preſent, the ſaid Haſtings urging on violently the immediate 
execution of his corrupt project, and having obtained, by the 
return of Richard Barwell, Eſquire, a majority in Council, 
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in his own caſting vote, did reſcind the aforeſaid reſolution, 
and did carry into immediate execution the aforeſaid moſt un- 
warrantable, miſchievous, and ſcandalous deſign. 

XX. That the conſequences which might be expected from 
ſuch a plan of adminiſtration, did almoſt inſtantly flow from 
it. For the perſon appointed to execute one of the offices 
which had been filled by Mahomed Reza Khan, did ſoon find 
that the eunuchs of Munny Begum began to employ their 
power, with great ſuperiority and inſolence, in all the con- 
cerns of government, and the adminiſtration of juſtice, and 
did endeavour to diſpoſe of the offices relative to the ſame 
for their corrupt purpoſes, and to rob the Nabob's ſervants of 
their due allowances ; and in his letter of the iſt of Septem- 
ber 1778, he ſent a complaint to the Board, ſtating, © That 
& certain bad men had gained an aſcendancy over the Na- 
« hob's temper, by whoſe inſtigation he acts.“ And after 
complaining of the flights he received from the Nabob, he 
adds, © Thus they cauſe the Nabob to treat me, ſometimes 
with indignity, at others with kindneſs, juſt as they think 
« proper to adviſe him: Their view is, that by compelling 
“me to diſpleaſure at moſt unworthy treatment, they may 
« force me either to relinquiſh my ſtation, or to join with 
« them, and act by their advice, and to appoint creatures of 
their A ey Bey to the different offices, from which 
« they might draw profit to themſelves.” 

XXI. That, in a ſubſequent letter to the Governor, the 
ſaid ſuperintendant of juſtice did inform him, the faid War- 
ren Haſtings, of the audacious and corrupt manner in which, 
by violence, fraud, and forgery, the eunuchs of Munny Be- 
gum had abuſed the Nabob's name, to deprive the judicial and 
executory officers of juſtice of the ſalaries which they ought 
to have drawn from the Company's Treaſury, in the following 
words:“ The Begum's miniſters, before my arrival, with 
«© the advice of their counſellors, cauſed the Nabob to ſign a 
&« receipt, in conſequence of which they received, at two dif- 
&« ferent times, near 50,000 rupees [ 5000l.] in the name of 
&« the officers of the Adawlut, Fouſdary, &c. from the Com- 
<« pany's Circars; and having drawn up an account current 
« in the manner they wiſhed, they had got the Nabob to ſign 
« jt, and ſent it to me.” And in the ſame letter he aſſerts, 
© That theſe people had the Nabob entirely in their power.“ 

XXII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, upon this repreſen- 
tation, notwithſtanding his late pretended opinion of the fit- 
neſs and the right of the Naboh to the ſole auminiſtration of 
his own affairs, authoratively forbid him from any interference 
therein, and ordered that the whole ſhould be left to the ma- 
giſtrates aforeſaid ; to which the Nabob did, notwithſtanding 
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his pretended independence, yield an immediate and unreſery- 
ed ſubmiſſion; for the ſaid Haſtings's order being given on 
the firſt of September at Calcutta, he received an anſwer from 
Muxadavad on the third, in the following terms :—< Agree- 
ably to your pleaſure J have relinquiſhed all concern with 
the affairs of the Fouſdary and Adawlut, leaving the entire 
© management in Judder ul Hock's hands.” Which ſaid 
circumſtance, as well as many others, abundantly proves, 
that all the Nabob's actions were, in truth and fact, entirely 
governed by the influence of the ſaid Haſtings ; and that how- 
ever the ſaid Haſtings may have publicly diſcouraged the cor- 
rupt tranſactions of the ſaid Court, yet he did ſecretly uphold 
the authority and influence of Munny Begum, who did en- 
tirely direct, with his knowledge and countenance, all the 
proceedings therein. For 
XXIII. That, on the 13th of the ſame month of Septem- 
ber, he did receive a further complaint of the corrupt and 
fraudulent practices of the chief eunuch of the ſaid Munny 
Begum ; and theſe corrupt practices did fo continue and in- 
creaſe, that, on the 1oth of October 1778, he was obliged 
to confeſs, in the ſtrongeſt terms, the pernicious conſe- 
quences of his before-created unwarrantable and illegal ar- 
rangements; for, in a letter of that date to the Nabob, he 
expreſſes himſelf as follows: * At your Excellency's requeſt, 
& J ſent Sudder ul Hock Khan to take on him the admini- 
ce ſtration of the affairs of the Adawlut and Fouſdary, and 
& hoped by that means not only to have given ſatisfaction to 
« your Excellency, but that, through his abilities and experi- 
ce ence, theſe affairs would have been conducted in ſuch man- 
c ner, as to have ſecured the peace of the country, and the 
„ happineſs of the people; and it is with the greateſt concern 
I learn, that this meaſure is fo far from being attended with 
cc the expected advantages, that the affairs, both of the Fouſ- 
& dary and Adawlut, are in the greateſt confuſion imagin- 
& able, and daily robberies and murders are perpetrated 
« throughout the country. This is evidently owing to the 
& want of a proper authority in the perſon appointed to ſu- 
“ perintend them. I therefore addreſſed your Excellency on 
« the importance and ey of the affairs in queſtion, and 
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c of the neceſſity of lodging full power in the hands of the 


e perſon choſen to adminiſter them; in reply to which, your 
&« Excellency expreſſed ſentiments coincident with mine: Not- 
c withſtanding which, your dependents and people, actuated 
« by ſelfiſh and avaricious views, have by their interference ſo 
« impeded the buſineſs, as to throw the whole country into a fate 
& of confuſion, from which nothing can retrieve it, but an un- 
« /zmited power lodged in the hands of the ſuperintendant, | 
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ce therefore requeſt that your Excellency will give the ſtricteſt 
« injunctions to all your dependents, not to interfere in any 
“ manner with any matter relative to the affairs of the 
* Adawlut and Fouſdary; and that you will yourſelt relin- 
« quith all interference therein, and leave them entirely te 
« the management of Sudder ul Hock Khan : This is abſo- 
« lutely neceſſary, to reſtore the country to a ſtate of tran- 
4 quility.” And he concluded by again recommending the 
Nabob to withdraw all interference with the adminiſtrator 
aforeſaid z © otherwiſe a meaſure, which I adopted at your 
* Excellency's requeſt, and with a view to your ſatisfaction, 
“and the benefit of the country, will be attended with quite 
« contrary effects, and bring diſcredit on me.” 

XXIV. That the ſaid Haſtings, in the letter aforeſaid, in 
which he ſo ſtrongly condemns the acts, and ſo clearly 
marks out the miſchievous effects, of the corrupt influence 
under which alone the Nabob acted, and under which alone, 
trom his known incapacity, and his dependence on the perſon 
ſupported by the ſaid Haſtings, he could act, did propoſe to 
put all the offices of juſtice (which on another occaſion he had 
requeſted him to permit to remain in the hands which then 
held them) into his own diſpoſal ; telling him, or rather the 
woman and eunuch who governed him, * that if his Ex- 
« cellency has any plan for the management of the affairs in 
future, be pleaſed to communicate it to me, and every at- 
« tention ſhall be paid to give your Excellency ſatisfaction.” 
By which means, not only particular parts, as before, but 
the whole ſyſtem of juſtice was to be afloat, and to be ſub- 
ject to the purpoſes of the aforeſaid corrupt cabal of women 
and eunuchs. 

XXV. That the Court of Directors, on receiving an ac - 
count of the above arrangements, and being well apprized of 
the ſpirit, intention, and probable effect of the fame, did, in 
a clear, firm, and deciſive manner, expreſs their condemna- 
tion of the meaſure, and their rejection and reprobation of 
all the pretended grounds and reaſons on which the ſame was 
ſupported ; marking diſtinctly his prevarication and contra- 
diction in the ſame, and pointing to him their full conviction 
of the unworthy motives on which he had made ſo ſhameful 
an arrangement ; telling him, in the 17th paragraph of their 
general letter, of the 4th of February 1779, „The Nabob s 
letters of the 25th and goth of Auguſt, of the 3d of Sep- 
© temper, and 17th of November, leave us no doubt of the 
true deſign of this extraordinary buſineſs being to bring 
& forward Munny Begum, and again to inveſt her with im- 
«© proper power and influence, not withſtanding our former 
declaration, that ſo great a part of the Nabob's —— 
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& had been embezzled and miſapplied under her ſuperin- 
tc tendance.” | 

XXVI. That in conſequence of the cenſure and condem- 
nation of the unwarrantable meaſures of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, by the Court of Directors, on the aforeſaid and 
other weighty and ſubſtantial grounds, they did order and di- 
rect as follows, in the 20th paragragh of the general letter of 
the ſame date: „As we deem it for the welfare of the coun- 
4e try, that the office of Naib Soubadar be for the preſent 
« continued, and that this high office ſhould be filled by a 
cc perſon of wiſdom, experience, and of approved fidelity to 
& the Company; and as we have no reaſon to alter the opi- 
& nion given of Mahomed Reza Khan, in our letter of the 
& 24th of December 1776; we poſitively direct, that you 
& forthwith ſignify to the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla our 
cc pleaſure, that Mahomed Reza Khan be immediately re- 
cc ftored to the office of Naib Soubadar ; and we further di- 
ce rect, that Mahomed Reza Khan be again aſſured of the 
& continuance of our favour, ſo long as a firm attachment 
cc to the intereſt of the Company, and a proper diſcharge of 
ce the duties of his ſtation, ſhall render him worthy of our 
& protection.“ 

XVII. That the aforeſaid direction did convey in it ſuch 
evident and cogent reaſon, and was ſo far enforced by juſ- 
tice to individuals, and by regard to the peace and happineſs 
of the natives, as well as by the common decorum to be ob- 
ſerved in all the tranſactions of government, that the ſaid 
Haſtings ought to have yielded a chearful obedience thereto, 
even if he had not been by a poſitive ſtatute, and his relation 
of ſervant to the Company, bound to that juſt ſubmiſſion, 
Yet the ſaid Haſtings did, without denying or evading any 
one of the reaſons aſſigned by the Court of Directors, or 
controverting the fcandalous motives aſſigned by them for 
his conduct, contumacioufly refuſe obedience to the above 
politive order, on pretence that the Nabob, who, he had de- 
clared it on record, “to be as viſible as the light of the ſun, 
« js a mere pageant, and without even the ſhadow of au- 
& thority,” did difſent from the ſame; and he did encourage 
the ſaid Nabob, or rather the eunuchs, the corrupt Miniſters 
of Munny Begum, to oppoſe himſelf and themſelves to the 
authority of the ſaid Court of Directors; by which means 
the arrangement, three times either ratified or expreſsly or- 
dered by them, was wholly defeated; the aforeſaid corrupt 
ſyſtem was continued; Mahomed Reza Khan was not re- 
ſtored to his office; and a leſſon was taught to the natives of 
all ranks, that the declared approbation, the avowed ſancti- 
on, and the decided authority of the Court of Directors, 
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were wholly nugatory to their protection, againſt the corrupt 
influence of their ſervants. 

XXVIII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on a reconci- 
liation with Mr. Francis, one of the Council General, who 
made it a condition thereof that certain of the Company's 
orders ſhould be obeyed, and that Mahomed Reza Khan 
ſhould be reſtored to his offices, did, a conſiderable time af- 
ter, notwithſtanding the pretended reluctance of the Nabob, 
and his pretended freedom, make, for his convenience in the 
ſaid accommodation, the arrangement which he had unwar- 
rantably and illegally refuſed to the orders of the Court of 
Directors; and did, of his own authority and that of the 
Board, reſtore Mahomed Reza Khan to his offices, 

XXIX. That, ſoon after the departure of the ſaid Mr, 
Francis, he did again deprive the ſaid Mahomed Reza Khan 
of his faid offices, and did make ſeveral great changes in the 
conſtitution of the criminal juſtice in the ſaid country; and 
after having, under pretence of the Nabob's ſufficiency for 
the management of his own affairs, diſplaced, without any 
ſpecific charge, trial, or enquiry whatſoever, the ſaid Ma- 
homed Reza Khan, he did ſubmit the ſaid Nabob to the en- 
tire direction, in all parts of his concerns, of a reſident of 
his own nomination, Sir John Doyley, Bart. and did order 
an account of the moſt minute parts of his domeſtick oeco- 
nomy to be made out, and to be delivered to the ſaid Sir 
John Doyley, in the following words, contained in a paper 
by him intitled, INSTRUCTIONS from the Governor Ge- 
neral to the Nabob Mobarek ul Dowla, reſpecting his con- 
duct in the management of his affairs: * You will be pleaſed 
« to direct your Mutta Seddies to form an account of the 
« fixed ſums of your monthly expences, ſuch as ſervants 
« wages in the different departments, penſions, and other 
& allowances, as well as of the eſtimated amount of variable 
« expences, to be delivered to Sir John Doyley, " my in- 
« ſpection. I have given ſuch orders to Sir John oyley as 
« will enable him to propoſe to you fuch reduCtions of the 
« penſions and other allowances, and ſuch a diſtribution of 
« the variable expences, as ſhall be proportionable to the 
total ſum of your monthly income; and I muft requeſt you 
c will conform to it,” And he did, in the ſubſequent articles 
of his ſaid inſtructions, order the whole management to be 
directed by Sir John Doyley, ſubject to his own directions, 
as aforeſaid; and did even direct what Company he thould 
keep; and did throw reflections on ſome perſons, in places 
the neareſt to him, as of bad character and baſe origin 
Perſons whom he ſhould decline to name as ſuch, * —_ 
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c he heard that they ſtill availed themſelves of his goodneſs 
cc toretain the places which they improperly hold near his 
c perſon.” And he did particularly order the faid Nabob 
not to admit any Engliſh, but ſuch as the ſaid Sir John Doy- 
ley ſhould approve, to his preſence; and did repeat the ſaid 
order in the following peremptory manner: © You muſt for- 
& bid any perſon of that nation to be intruded into your pre- 
&« fence, without his introduction.“ And he did require his 
obedience in the following authoritative ſtyle: *I ſhall 
c think myſelf obliged to interfere in another manner, if you 
cc neglect it.“ 

XXX. That he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did inſult the 
captive condition of the ſaid Nabob, by informing him; in 
his imperious inſtructions aforeſaid, that this total, blind, 
and implicit obedience, in every reſpect whatſoever, to Sir 
John Doyley and himſelf perſonally, and without any refer- 
ence to the Board, © was the very conditions of the compli- 
« ance of the Governor General and Council with his late 
& requiſition;” which requiſition was, that he ſhould enjoy 
the free and uncontrouled management of his own affairs. And 
though the ſaid captive did offer, as he the ſaid Haſtings himſelf 
admits, four lachs of his ſtipend, at that time reduced to 
fixteen lack, for the free uſe of the remainder, yet he did place 
him the ſaid Nabob in the ſtate of ſervitude in the ſaid in- 
fiructions laid down, but a very ſhort time after he had aſ- 
fumed and ufed the ſaid Nabob's independent rights, as a 
ground for refuſing to obey the Company's orders; and al- 
though he has declared or pretended, on another occaſion, 
which he would have thought ſimilar, that any attempt to 
limit the houſehold expences of the Nabob of Oude, was an 
indignity © which no man living, however mean his rank in 
« lite; or dependent his condition in it, would permit to be 
« exerciſed by any other, without the want or forteiture of 
% every manly principle,” 

XXXI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did order the ſaid 
ſtipend (which was to be diſtributed, in the minuteſt particu- 
tar, according to the ſaid Haſtings's perſonal directions) to 
be paid monthly, not to any officer of the Naboh, but to the 
faid reſident Sir Jokn Doyley, And whereas the Governor 
General and Council did, on the appointment of Mahomed 
Reza Khan, according to their duty, inſtruct him, that “ he 
c do conform to the oraers of the Company, which direct, 
« that an annual account of the Nabob's expences be tranſ- 
« mitted, through the Reſident at the Durbar, for the in- 
cc ſpection of this Board,” —the ſaid Haſtings, in making his 
new eſtabliſhment in fayour of his Reſident, did wholly 
omit 
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omit the ſaid inſtruction, and did confine the ſaid communi- 
cation to himſelf privately, And in fact it does not appear 
that any accounts whatſoever of the diſpoſition of the ſaid 
large ſum, exceeding 160, oool. ſterling a year, has been laid 
before the Board, or at leaſt that any ſuch account has been 
tranſmitted to the Court of Directors; and it is not fitting 


that any Britiſh ſervant of the Company ſhould have the ma- 


nagement of any publick money, much leſs of ſo great a ſum, 
without a public well-youched account of the ſpecific expen- 
diture thereof, 

XXXII. That the Court of Directors did, on the 17th 
of May 1766, propoſe certain rules for regulating the correſ- 
pondence of the Reſident with the Nabob of Bengal, in which 


they did direct, as a principle for the ſaid regulations, as 


follows (paragraph 16th): “We would have his correſpon- 
« dence to be carried on with the Select Committee through 
the channel of the Preſident; he ſhould keep a diary of all 
his tranſactions, His correſpondence with the natives 
« muſt be publickly conducted,; copies of all his letters, ſent 
% and received, be tranſmitted monthly to the Preſidency, 
« with duplicates and triplicates to be tranſmitted home in 
« our general packet by every ſhip.” 

XX XIII. That the Preſident and Select Committee (Lord 
Clive being then Preſident) did approve of the whole ſubſtan- 
tial part of the ſaid regulation (the diary excepted); and the 
principle, in all matters of account, ought to have been 
{trictly adhered to, whatever limitations may have been given 
to the office of Reſident. Vet he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
in defiance of the aforeſaid good rules, orders, and late pre- 
cedent in conformity to the ſame, did not only withhold any 
order for the purpoſe, but, in order to carry 'on the buſineſs 
of the ſaid Durbar in a clandeſtine manner for his own pur- 
poſes, did, as aforeſaid, exclude all Engliſh from an inter- 
courſe with the Nabob, who might carry complaints or re- 
preſentations to the Board, or the Court of Directors, of his 
condition, or the conduct of the Reſident; and did further, 
to defeat all poſſible publicity, inſinuate to him, to give the 
preference to verbal communication above letters, in the 
words following, of the gth article of his inſtructions to the 
Nabob: « Although I defire to receive your letters frequent- 
« ly, yet, as many matters will occur which cannot be ſo 
« ey explained by letters as by converſation, 1 deſire that you 
& will, on ſuch occaſions, give your orders to him, reſpect- 
ing ſuch points as you may deſire to have imparted to me; 
* and 1, poſtponing every other concern, will give an imme- 
% diate and the moſt ſatisfactory reply concerning them.” 
Accordingly, no relation whatſocver has been received wy 
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the Court of Directors of the ſaid Nabob's affairs; nor any 
account of the money monthly paid, except from public 
fame, which reports that his affairs are in great diſorder, 
his ſervants. unpaid, and many of them diſmiſſed, and al} 
the Muffulmen dependent on his family in a Rate of indi- 


gence, | 
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The Mogul delivered up to the Maktratris: 


l. HAT Sha Allum, the Prince, commonly called the 
Great Mogul; or, by eminence, The King, is, or 
lately was, in the oofleſon of. the ancient capital of Hindoſ- 
tan; and tho' without any conſiderable territory, and with- 
dut a revenue ſufficient to maintain a moderate ſtate, he is 
fill much reſpected and conſidered 3 and the cuſtody of his 
perſon is eagerly ſought by many of the Princes in India, on 
account of the uſe to be made of his title and authority; and 
it was for the intereſt of the Eaſt India Company that while, 
on one hand, no wars ſhall be entered into in ſupport of his 
pretenſions, on the other, no ſteps ſhould be taken which 
may tend to deliver him into the hands of any of the pow- 
erfab-ftates- of that country; but that he ſhould be treated 
with friendſſiip, good faith, and reſpectful attention. 

H. That Warren Haſtings, in contradiction to this ſafe, 
juſt, and honourable policy, ſtrongly preſcribed and enforced 
by the orders of the Court of Directors, did (at a time when 
he was engaged in a negociation, the declared purpoſe of 
which was to give peace to India) concur with the Gain 
Generab of the Mahratta ſtate, called Madajee Scindia, in 
hoſtile deſigns againſt the few remaining territories of that 
fame Mogul Emperor, by virtue of whoſe: grant the Com- 
pany actually poſſeſs the government, and enjoy the revenues 
of great provinces, and alſo againſt the poſſeſſions of a Ma- 
homedan Chief called Nudjif Cawn, a perſon of much me- 
rit with the Eaſt India — in acknowledgment of 
which they had granted him a penſion, included in the tribute 
due to the King, and, together with that tribute, taken from 
him by the ſaid Warren — though expreſsly guaran- 
tee to him by the Company. With both tlieſe powers the 
Company had been in friendſhip, and were actually at peace 
at the time of the ſaid clandeftine concurrence in a deſign 
againſt them; and the ſaid Haſtings hath ſince declared, that 
the right of one of them, namely, © the right of the Mo- 
« gub Emperor to our affiſtance, has been conſtantly acknows 
“ ledged.” 

thy That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, at the time of his 
tteacherous concurrence * a deſign againſt a power, * 
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he was himſelf of opinion we were bound to aſſiſt, and againſt 
whom there was no doubt he was bound neither to form nor 
to concur in any hoſtile attempt,” did give a caution to Colo- 
nel Muir, to whom the negociation aforeſaid was entruſted 
on the part of the Company, againſt “ inſerting any thing 
& jn the treaty-which might expre/s/y mark our knowledge of 
cc his [the Maratta General's] views or concurrence in them,” 
Which ſaid tranſaction was full of duplicity and fraud; and 
the crime of the ſaid Haſtings therein is aggravated, by his 
having ſome years before witheld the tribute, which by 
treaty was ſolemnly agreed to be paid to the ſaid King, on 
pretence that he had thrown himſelf, for the recovery of his 


city of Delhi, on the protection of the Marattas, whom the 


ſaid Warren Haſtings then called the natural enemies of the 
Company, and the growth of whoſe power he then alledged 
— be highly dangerous to the intereſts of this kingdom in 
ndia. | | | 
IV. That after having concurred, in the manner before 
mentioned, in a deſign of the Marattas _— the Mogul; 
and notwithſtanding he the ſaid Warren Haſtings had for- 
mally declared, That with him the Mogul] our connec- 
ce tion had been a long time ſuſpended, and he wied never to 
& ſee it renewed, as it had proved a fatal drain to the wealth 
« of Bengal, and the Treaſury of the Company, without 
c yielding one advantage or poſſible reſource, even of remote 
cc . in return ;” the ſaid Warren Haſtings did never- 
theleſs, on or about the month of March, 1783, with the 
privity and conſent of the Members of the Board, but by no 
authoritative act, diſpatch, as agents of him the Governor 
General only, and not as agents of the Governor General and 
Council, as they ought to have been, certain perſons, among 
whom were Major Browne and Major Davy, to the court of 
the King at Delhi, and did there enter into certain engagements 
with the ſaid King, by the means of thoſe agents, and did 
carry on certain private and dangerous intrigues for various 


purpoſes, particularly for making war in favour of the 
faid King, againſt ſome powers or Princes not preciſely de- 


ſcribed, but which, as may be inferred from by ſubſequent 
correſpondence, to be certain Mahomedan Princes in the 
neighbourhood of Delhi, in amity with the Company, and 
ſome of them at that time in the actual ſervice, and in the 
apparent confidence and fayour'of the ſaid Mogul ; and he 
did order Major Browne to offer to the Mogul King, to pro- 
vide for the entire expence of any troops the Sha [the ſaid 
King] might require ; and the propoſal was accordingly ac- 
cepted, with the conditions annexed; by which propoſat, 
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and acceptance thereof, the Eaſt India Company was placed 
in a ſituation of great and perplexing difficulty, ſince either 
they were to engage, 2t an unlimited expence, in new wars, 
contracy to their orders, contrary to their general declared 
policy, and contrary to the publiſhed reſolutions of the Houſe 
of Commons, and wholly incompatible with the ſtate of 
their finances; or, to preſerve peace, they muſt riſk the 
imputation of a new violation of faith, by departing from an 
agreement made on the voluntary propoſal of their own go- 
vernment; the agent of the ſaid Haſtings having declared, in 
his letter to the {aid Haſtings, by him communicated to the 
Board, [That the buſineſs of aſſiſting the Sha [the Mogul 
« Emperor] can and mu? go on, if we with to, be ſecure in 
& India, or regarded as a nation of faith and honour,” 

V. That the {aid Warren Haſtings did, on the 20th day of 
January 1784, ſend in circulation to the other Members of 
the Council, aletter to him from his Agent, Major Browne, 
dated at Delhi on the goth of December 1783, viz. that 
letter to which the foregoing: references are made, in which 
the ſaid Browne did directly preſs, and indirectly (though 
ſufficiently and ſtrongly) ſuggeſt ſeveral highly dangerous 
meaſures, for realizing the general offers and engagements of 
the ſaid! Warren Haſtings ;---propofing, that beſides a pro- 
portion of field artillery, and a train of battering cannon for 
the purpole of ſieges, {ix regiments of Sepoys in the Com- 
pany's ſervice ſhould be transferred to that of the ſaid King, 
and that certain other corps thould alſo be raiſed for the ſaid 
ſervice in the Engliſh provinces and dependencies, to be im- 
mediately under the King's [the Mogul's] orders, and to be 
maintained by aſſignments of territorial revenue within the 
province of Oude, a dependent member of the Britiſh go- 
vernment, but with a caution againſt having any Britiſh of- 
ficer with the ſame; the ſaid Major Browne expreſſing his 
caution, as followeth ; If any European officer be with 
« this corps, a very nice judgment indeed muſt direct the 
e choice; for ſcarce any are in the ſmalleſt degree fit for /uch 
« employ, but much more likely to do harm than good,” 
And the letter aforeſaid, being without any obſervation there- 
on, or any diſavowal of the matters of fact, or of the Coun- 
cils ſo ſtrongly and authoritatively delivered therein, by the 
faid Warren Haſtings's Agent, and without any mark of dif. 
approbation of any part of his plan, whether that of the af. 
ſignment of territory belonging to the Companies allics for 
the maintenance of troops, which were to be by that plan 


put under the orders of a foreign independent power, or that 
of employing the ſaid troops without any Britiſh officer with 


them 
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them; or for his alarming obſervation by him entered on the 
Company's records, which, if not an implied cenſure on the 
nature of the fervice in which Britiſſi officers are ſuppoſed 
improper to be truſted, is a ſtrong reflection on the character 
of the Britiſh officers, which was to render them unfit to be 
employed in an honourable ſervice,---The faid Warren Haſt- 
ings did thereby give a countenance to the ſaid unwarrantable 
and dangerous propoſals and reflections. 

VI. Thar, a conſiderable time before the production and 
circulation of Major Browne's letter, the ſaid Haſtings did 
enter a minute of conſultation, containing a propoſition ſimi- 
lar in the general intent to that in the ſaid letter contained, 


for affiſting the Mogul with a military force; but the othet 


Members of the Board did diſagree thereto, and being alar- 


mec at the difpoſition fo ſtrongly ſhewn by the ſaid Haſtings, 


to engage in new wars, and dangerous foreign connections, 
and pofibly having intelligence of the proceedings of his 
agent; did call upon him to produce his inſtructions to Ma- 
jor Browne; and he did on the 5th of October 1783, and not 

efore, enter on the conſultations a certain paper purporting 
to be the inſtructions which he had given to Major Browne 
the preceding March, the time of his, the ſaid Browne's, 
appointment; in which pretended inſtructions no direction 
whatſoever was given to the effect of his the ſaid Haſtirigs's 
minute of confultatiorr propounded ; that is to fay, no powet 
was given in ſaid inſtructions to make a direct offer of mili- 
tary aid to the Mogul, or to form the arrangements ſtated 
by the ſaid Browne, in his letter to the ſaid Haſtings, as ha- 
ving been made by the expreſs authority of the ſaid Haſtings 
kimfelf. But the ſaid inſtructions contained nothing further 
or that ſubject, but a conditional direction, that in cafe a 
military force ſhould be required for the Mogul's aid or pro- 
tection, the Major is to know the ſervice on which it is to 
be employed, and the refources from whence it is to he paid; 
and the inſtructions produced as his real inſtructions by the 
ſaid- Haſtings, are ſo guarded, as to caution the ſaid Browne 
againſt taking any part in the intrigues of thoſe who are about th! 
King's perſon. By which letters, inſtructions, and tranſacti- 
ons, compared with each other, it appears that the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, after {1x months delay in entering of (con- 
trary to the Company's order) any inſtructions to the ſaid 
Browns, did at laft enter à falſe paper as the true, or that he 
did give other ſecret inſtructions, totally different” from) 
and even oppoſite to his public oſtenſible inſtructions, there- 
by to deceive the Council, and to carry on, with leſs obſtruc. 
tion, dark and dangerous intrigues, contrary to the orders — 
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the Court of Directors, to the true policy of this Kingdom, 
and to the ſafety of the Britiſh poſſeſſions in the Eaſt. 

VII. That the ſaid letter from Major Browne was by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings tranſmitted to the Court of Directors, 
without being accompanied by any part of the previous cor- 
reſpondence; by which wilful concealment the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings is guilty of an high and criminal diſreſpe to the 
Court of — and of a moſt flagrant breach and 
violation of their orders, which he was bound by an Act of 
Parliament to obey. p 

VIII. That the faid Haſtings having early in the year 
1784 procured to himſelf a deputation to act in the upper pro- 
vinces, the Council, being well aware of his diſpoſition to en- 
gage in unwarrantable deſigns againſt the neighbouring ſtates, 
did expreſsly confine his powers to the circumſtance of his ac- 
tual reſidence within the Company's provinces: But it ap- 
pears that ways were found out by which he hoped to defeat 
the precautions of the Board; for the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did write from Lucknow, the capital of the country of Oude, 
to the Court of Directors, a certain poſtſcript of a letter, dated 


the 4th of May 1784, in which he informs the Court that the 


ſon and heir apparent of the Great Mogul had taken refuge 
with him and the Nabob of Oude; that he had a conference 
with that Prince on the 1oth of the ſame month of May, 
« no perſon being either preſent or within hearing” during 
the ſame; and that in the ſaid conference the Prince had in- 
formed him of the diſtrefles of his father, and his wiſh for the 
relief of the King, and the reſtoration of the dominions of his 
houſe, as well as to reſcue him from the power of certain per- 
ſons not named, who degraded him into a mere inſtrument of 
their intereſted and ſordid deſigns; and that on a failure of his 
application to him, hg would either return to his father, or 
proceed to Calcutta, and thence to England; and that the 
{aid Warren Haſtings did give him an anſwer to the follow- 
ing effect: That our [Britiſh] government had juſt ob- 
i tained relief from a ſtate of univerſal warfare, and required 
a term of repoſe; that our whole nation was weary of war, 
and dreaded the renewal of it, and would be equally alarmed 
«© at any movement of which it could not ſee the iſſuc or progreſs, 
© but which might eventually tend to create new hoſtilities ; that 
“ he came hither 12 Lucknow] with a limited authority, 
* and could not, if he choſe it, engage in a buſineſs of that 
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© nature, without the concurrence of has colleagues in office, who 
he belicued wauld be averſe to it; that he would repreſent the 
« ſame to the joint members of his own government, and 
e wait their determination, In the mean time, he adviſed 
the Prince to make adyances to Madajee Scindia, both be- 
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& cauſe our government was in intimate and ſworn conneclion 
&« with him, and hecauſe he was the effectual head of the 
„ Mahratta ſtate ; beſides that he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
& feared his ¶ Scindia's] taking the other fide of the queſtion, 
& unleſs he was early prevented.“ 

IX. That in the ſtatement of this diſcourſe, there 1s much 
criminal reſerve towards the Court of Directors, it not ap- 
pearing diſtinctly what the objects were, nor who the per- 
ſons concerned, nor what the ſide was which he apprehended 
the Mahrattas might take, if not prevented by his advances; 
and in the diſcourſe itſelf there were many particulars highly 
criminal; namely, For that in the ſaid converſation, in which 
he deſcribes himſelf as declining a compliance with the requeſt 
of the Prince, on account of the averſion (therein ſtrongly 
expreſſed) of his colleagues, of the Company, and of the 
whole Britiſh nation, to engage in any meaſures which might 
even „ eventually lead to Hoſtilitie“ he fpoke to the Prince as 
if he had been entirely ignorant of the offers which but five 
months before had been made to the King his father, on the 
part of that very government (whofe repugnance to fuch mea- 
fures he then for the firſt time choſe to profeſs, but which he 
always had known) through Major Browne, the Company's 
Repreſentative at the Court of Delhi, © to provide for the 
& entire expence of any troops which the Sha [the King} 
«+ might require?” and that this was © what the Reſident 
& had atways propoſed to the King and his confidential mini- 
« fters;—the ſaid Browne further declaring, that if, in con- 
* ſequence of the ſaid propoſals, certain arrangements for 
* the Shi's ſervice, by tro9ps, were not immediately ordered, 
& in his opinion all our [ ngliſn government's offers and 
c promiſes will be conſidered as falfe and inſidious.” This be- 
ing the known ſtate of the buſineſs, as repreſented by the faid 
Haſtings's own agent, and this the public opinion of it, al- 
though, to impoſe on the ignorance of the Prince, with re- 
gard to the proceedings at his father's court, would have been 
unworthy in itſelf, yet he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, could 
not hope to ſucceed in ſuch impoſition, as, in the 'p6ſt{cript 
aforeſaid, he repreſents the faid Prince [who was the King's 
edelt fon, and thirty-ſix years of age] as a perſon of conſi- 
derable qualifications, and perfectly acquainted with the tranſ- 


actions at his father's court, and as one who had long held 


the principal and moſt active part in the little that remained 
of the admini/lration of Sha Allum. And the ſaid Haſtings, 
conferring with a Prince fo well inſtructed, without making 
the flighteſt alluſions to his ſard poſitive and recent engage- 
ments, or without giving any explanation with regard to 
them, the ſaid Warren Haſtings muſt appear to 4 ſatd 

| | r1NCG 


rie 25 


Prince either as a perſon not only contracting engagements, 
but actually being the firſt mover and propoſer of them, with- 
out any authority from His colleagues, and againſt theirs and 
the general inclination of the Britith nation, and on that 
ground not to be truſted; or that he had uſed this plea of diſ- 
agreement between him and his Council as a pretence, ſet up 
without colour or decency, for a groſs violation of his own 
engagements; leaving the princes and ſtates of the 2 
no ſolid ground on which they can or ought to contract wit 
the Company, to the utter deſtruction of all public confi- 
dence, and to the equal diſgrace of the national candour, in- 
tegrity, and wiſdom. 

X. That, in a letter dated from the ſame place, Lucknow, the 
16th of the following June 1784, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
informs the Court of DireCtors, that Major Browne, their 
Agent to the Mogul, had arrived there in the character alſo 
of Agent from the Mogul, with two ſets of inſtructions from 
two oppoſite parties in his miniſtry, which inſtructions were 
directly contrary to each other; the firſt, which were the 
oſtenſible inſtructions, being to engage the ſaid Haſtings, in 
the Mogul's name, to enter into a treaty of mutual alliance 
with a chief of the country, then miniſter to the ſaid Mogul, 
called Afraſaib Khan; the ſecond were from another ptinci- 
pal perſon, called Mudjed al Dowla, alſo a miniſter of the 
ſaid Mogul (but ſtyled in the ſaid letter canfidential, for diſ- 
tinction) which were directly deſtructive of the former; and 
the ſaid latter inſtructions, to which it ſeems credence was to 
be given, were ſent “under the moſt ſolemn adjurations of 
ſecrecy.” Ihe purpoſe of theſe latter and ſecret inſtructions 
were to require the Company's aid in freeing the Mogul from 
the oppreſſions of his ſervants, namely, from the oppreſſions 
of the ſaid Mraſaib, between whom and the Company Major 
Browne (at once Agent to that Company, and to two oppo- 
ſite factions in the Mogul's Court) accepted a power to make 
a treaty of mutual alliance, under the ſanction of his Sove- 
reign; and it does not appear that he, Warren Haſtings, did 
not diſcountenance the double-dealing and fraudulent agen- 
cies of his and the Company's miniſter at that Court; or did 
diſavow any particular in the letter from him, the ſaid Browne, 
of the zoth of December 1783, ſtating the offers made on his 
part to the Mogul, fo contradictory to his late declarations to 
the heir-apparent of that monarch, or did give any reprimand 
to the ſaid Browne, or did ſhew any mark of diſpleaſure 
againſt him, as having acted without orders, but did again 
ſend him, with renewed confidence, to the Court aforeſaid. 

XI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ſtill purſuing his 
evil deſigns, did apply to the Council fgr diſcretionary 
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powers relative to the intrigues and factions in the Mogul's 
Court, giving aſſurances of his reſolution not to proceed 
againſt their ſenſe: But the ſaid Council, being fully aware of 
his diſpoſition, and having Major Browne's letter, recorded 
by himſelf, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, before them, did re- 
fuſe to grant the ſaid diſeretionary powers; but, on the 
contrary, did exhort un © molt ſedulouſly and cautioully to 
* avoid, in his correipondence with the different Princes in 
& India, whatever may commit, or be ſtrained into an inter- 
„pretation of committing, the Company, either as to their 
& army or treaſure ;” oblerving, that the Company's or- 
ders are poſitive againſt their interference in the objects of 
& diſpute between the Country Powers. 

XII. That in order to ſubvert the plain and natural inter- 
pretation given by the Council to the orders of the Court 
of Directors, and ts juſtify his dangerous intrigues, the faid 
Warren Haſtings, in his letter of the 16th of June 1784 to 
the {aid Court, did, in a moſt infolent and contemptuous man- 
ner, endeavour to perſuade them of their ignorance of the 
true ſenſe of their own orders, and to limit their prohibition 
of interference with the diſputes of the Country Powers, to 
fueh Country Powers as are permanent; expreſſing himſelf as 
tollows: „The faction which now turrounds the throne | the 
„ Mogul's throne] is widely diſterent from the idea which 
* your commands are intended to convey by the expreſſions 
„ to which you have generally applied them of Country 
« Powers, to which that of permanency is @ neceſſary adjuntt ; 
and which may be more properly compared to a ſplendid 
„ bubble, which the flighteit breath of oppoſition may diſſi- 
pate, with every trace of its exiſtence.” By which con- 
{truction the ſaid Haſtmgs did endeavour to perſuade the 
Court of Directors, that they meant to confine their prohi- 
bition of finiſter intrigues ro thoſe powers only who could 
not be eaſily hurt by them, and whoſe ſtrength was ſuch that 
their reſentment of ſuch clandeſtme interference was to be 
dreaded ; but that where the powers were weak and fragile, 
ſuch intrigues might be allowed. 

XIII. That the ſaid Haſtings, further to perſuade the 
Court of Directors to involve themſelves in the affairs of 
the Mogul, and to reconcile this meaſure with his former 
conduct, aud declared opinions, did write to them to the 
following effect; that “ at the former period, to which 
„the ancient policy with regard to the Mogul applied, 
„ the King's authority was ſufficiently reſpected | which 
he knew not to be true, having himſelf declared, in his 
minute of the 25th of October 1774, © That he remained 
at Delhi, the ancient capital of the empire, a mere cypher 
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in the adminiſtration of it.” ] to maintain itſelf againſt 
« common vicifitudes, That he would not have adviſed 
interference, if the King himſelf retained the exerciſe of 
« it, bowever feeble, in his own hands. That if it [the 
„ Mogul's authority] is ſuffered to receive its final extinc- 
& tion, it is impoſhble to forſee what power may ariſe out of 
its ruins, or What events may be linked in the chain of 
& revolution with it—your reputation certainly will, as his 
« right to our aſſiſtance has heen conſtantly acknawledved, 
« and by a train of conſequences, to which our Government 
« has, not intentionally, given birth; but more eſpecially 
« by the movements which its influence, by te near an ap- 
* * roach, has excited, it has wafortun: ately become the et- 
« ficient inſtrument of a great portion of the King's prefent 
„ diſtreſſes and dangers ;” intimating (as well as the ſtudied 
obſcurity of his expreſſions will permit any thing to be dit- 
cerned) that his own late intrigues had been among the 
cauſes of the diſtreſſes and dangers, which by new intrigues. 
he did pretend to remove: And he did conclude this 
part of his letter with ſome looſe expreſions of his caution 
not to affect ghe Company's intereſts or revenues by any 
meaſures he might at that time take. 

X1V. That the principle, ſo far as the ſame hath been 
directly avowed, of the ſaid proceedings at the Mogul's 
Court, was altogether Irrational, and the pretended object as 
impracticable, as the means taken in purſuit of it were 
fraudulent and diſhonourable, namely, the reſtoration of the 
Mogul in ſome degree to the dignity of his ſituation, and 
to his free agency in the conduct of his affairs. For the {ail 
Haſtings, at the very time in which he did with the greatett 
apparent carneſtneſs urge the purpoſe which he pretended 
to have in view with regard to the dignity and liberty of 
the Mogul Emperor, did repreſent him as a perſon w holly 
diſqualited and even indiſpoſed to take any active part 
whatfoever in the conduct of his own affairs; and that any 
attempt for that purpoſe would be utterly impracticable: 
And this he hath ſtated to the Court of Directors as a 
matter of public notoriety, in his ſaid letter of the 16th 
of June 1784, in the following emphatical and deciſive 
terms, | 

« You need not be told the character of the King, whoſe inert- 
6 nels, and the habit of long ſuffering has . his dig- 
* nity and the fortunes of his houſe beyond the power of re- 


« trievims either the one or the other, Whilſt his perſonal - 


t repoſe is undiſturbed, he will prefer to live in the meane/t 
« ſtate of indigence, under the rules of men whoſe views are 
„ bounded by avarice and the power which. they derive 
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& from his authority, than commit any ſhare of it to his 
« own ſons, though his affection for them is boundleſs in 
&« every other reſpect; from a natural jealouſy, founded 
e on the experience of a very different combination of 
ce thoſe circumſtances which once ſerved as a temptation 
« and example of unlawful ambition in the Princes of the 
e Royal Line. His Miniſters, from a policy more rea- 
& ſonable, have conſtantly employed every means of in- 
&« fluence to confirm this diſpoſition, and to prevent his 
& ſons from having any ſhare in the diſtribution of affairs, 
« ſo as to have eſtabliſhed a complete uſurpation of the 
4 Royal Prerogative under its own. ſanction and patron- 
« ape.” 

XV. That the faid Warren Haſtings having given this 
opinion of the Sovereign for whoſe freedom he pretended 
ſo anxious a concern, did deſcribe the miniſter with whom 
he had long acted in concurrence, and from whom he had 
juſt received the extraordinary ſecret embaſſy aforeſaid, for 
the purpoſe of effecting the deliverance of his maſter the 
Mogul from the uſurpations of his miniſters, as follows 
« The firſt Miniſter, Mujud ul Dowla, is totally deficient 
« in every military quality; conceited of his own ſuperior 
« talents; and formed to the practice of that crooked policy, 
«© which generally defeats its own purpoſe, but ſincerely at- 
« tached to his maſter.” The reality of the ſaid attach- 
ment was not improbable but altogether uſeleſs; as the ſaid 
miniſter was the only one among the principal perſons 
about the King, who (beſides the total want of all military 
and civil ability) poſſeſſed no territories, troops, or other 
means of ſerving and ſupporting him ; but was himſelf ſolely 
upheld by his influence over his maſter ; neither doth the 
ſaid Haſtings free him any more than the perſons more ef- 
ficient, who were to be deſtroyed, from a diſpoſition to alie- 
nate the King from an attention to his affairs, and from all 
confidence in his own family; but on the contrary, he 
brings him forward as the very firſt among the inſtances he 
adduces to exemplify the practices of the miniſters againſt 
their ſovereign and his children, 

XVI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, recommending in 
general terms, and yet condemning in detail, every part of 
his own pretended plan, as impracticable in itſelf, and as un- 
dertaken in favour of perſons all of whom he deſcribes as in- 
capable, and the principal as indiſpoſed to avail himſelf 
thereof, muſt have had ſome other motives for this long, 
intricate, dark, and labourous proceeding with the Mogul, 
which muſt be ſought in his actions, and the evident drift 
and tendency thereof, and in declarations which were 
brought 
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brought out by him to ſerve other purpoſes, but which 
ſerve fully to explain his real intentions in this intrigue, 

XVII. That the members of the Council General having 
abundantly certified their averſeneſs to his intrigues, and even 
having ſhewn apprehenſions of his going perſonally to the 
Mogul and the Mahrattas tor the purpole of carrying on the 
fame, the ſaid Haſtings was driven headlong to acts which 
did much more openly indicate the true nature and purpoſe 
of his machinations: For he at length recurred directly and 
with little diſguiſe to the Mahrattas, and did open an intrigue 
with them, although he was obliged to confeſs in his letter 
aforeſaid, of the 16th June 1984, that the exception which 
he contended to be implied in the orders of the Court of 
Directors, forbidding the intermeddling in the diſputes of 
« the country powers,” namely that „powers not perma- 
« nent,” did by no means apply to the Mahrattas; and he 
informs the Court of Directors that he did, on the very firſt 
advice he received of the flight of the Mogul's ſon, write to Mr. 
James Anderſon to apprize the Mahratta Chiet Scindia of that 
event; “ for which, as he was unprepared, he defired his 
&« ſthe ſaid Scindia's] advice for his conduct on the occa- 
e ſion of it.” Which method of calling for the advice of a 
foreign power to regulate his political conduct, inſtead of 
being regulated therein by the advice of the Britiſh 
Council, and the ſtanding orders of the Court of Directors, 
was a procedure highly criminal; and the crime is aggra- 
vated by his not communicating the faid correſpondence to 
the Council General, as by his duty he was bound to do; 
but it does abundantly prove his concert with the Mahrat- 
tas in all that related to his negotiations in the Mogul 
Court, which were carried on agreeably to their advice, 
and in ſubſerviency to their views and purpoſes, 

XVIII. That in conſequence of the cabal begun with the 
Mahrattas, the ſaid Chief Scindia did ſend his “ familiar 
& and confidential miniſters” to him the ſaid Haſtings, be- 
ing at Lucknow, with whoin the ſaid Haſtings did hold 
ſoveral fecret Conferences, without any ſecretary or other 
aſſiſtant; and the ſaid Haſtings hath not conveyed to the 
Court of Directors any minutes thereof, but hath purpoſely 
involved even the general effect and tendency of theſe con- 
ferences in ſuch obſcurity, that it is no otherwiſe poſſible to 
perceive the drift and tendency of the ſame, but by the ge- 
neral ſcope of councils and acts relative to the politics of the 
Mogul, and of the Mahrattas together, and by the final 
event of the whole, which is ſufficiently viſible. For 

XIX. That the ſaid Haſtings had declared, in his ſaid 
letter of the 16th June 1784, that the Mogul's right to our 
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aſſiſtance had been conſtantly acknowledged, that the Mo- 
gul had been oppreſſed by. the leſſer Mahomedan Princes, in 
the character of his officers 'of ſtate, and military com- 
wanders ; and he did plainly intimate that the. faid Mogul 
ought to be, relieved from that ſervitude, And he did, in 
wing an account to the Court of Directors of the con- 
1 aforeſaid, aſſure them that “ his inclinations [the 
< inclinations of the Mahratta Chief aforeſaid } were not 
« very diſſimilar from his own ;” and that “ neither-in this, 
< nor in any other inſtance, would he ſuffer him ſelf to be 
% drawn into meaſures which ſhall tend to weaken their 
& connexion, nor in this even to oppoſe his [the faid Chiefs] 
& inclinations; the ſaid Haſtings well knowing, as in his 
jetter to Colonel Muir of the he has confeſ- 
ſed, that the inclinations of the ſaid Scindia were to ſeize 
on the Mogul's territories, and that he himſelf did fecretly 
concur therein, though he did not formally inſert his con- 
currence in the treaty with the ſaid Maharatta Chief. It 
15 plain therefore that he did all along concur with the 
Maharattas in their deſigns againſt the King and his Mini- 
ſters, under the treacherous pretence of ſupporting the au- 
thority of the former againſt the latter; and did contrive 
and effect the ruin of them all: — For, firſt, he did give 
evil and fraudulent counſel to the Heir apparent of the 
Mogul © to make advances to the Mahrattas, when he 
well knew, and had expreſsly concurred in, the deſigns of 
that ſtate againſt his father's [the Mogul] dominions ; and 
farther to engage and entrap the faid . did aſſert that 
„ our Government,“ [meaning the Britiſh, Government] 
« was in intimate and ſworn connexion with the Mahajee 
« Scindia,” when no alliance offenſive or defenſive appear 
to exiſt between the ſaid Scindia and the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, nor can exilt, otherwite than in virtue of ſome ſecret 
agreement between him the ſaid Scindia and Warren Haſt— 
ings, entered into by the latter without the knowledge of 
his Colleagues, and the Government, and never communi- 
cated to the Court of Directors: And, ſecondly, he did, 
in order to further the deſigns of the Mahrattas, contrive 
and effect the ruin of the ſaid Mogul and his authority, by 
ſetting on foot, through the aforeſaid Major Browne, ſundry 
perplexed and intricate negotiations, contrary to public 
faith, and to the honour of the Britiſh Nation; by which 
he did exceedingly encreaſe the confuſion and diſorders of 
the Mogul's Court, expoſing the ſaid Mogul to new indig- 
nities, inſults, and diſtreſſes, and almoſt all the northern 
parts of India to great and ruinous convulſions, until three 
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fefing the territories lately belonging to Nutjiff Cawn, 
and maintaining among them eighty thouſand troops of 
horſe and foot, and ſome of which chiefs were the miniſters 
aforeſaid, being cut off by their mutual diſcenſions, and the 
Fort of Delhi being at length delivered to the Mahrattas, 
the ſaid Scindia became the uncontrouled ruler of the royal 
army ; and the perſon of the Mogul, with the uſe of all his 
pretenſions and claims, fell into the hands of a nation al- 
ready too powerful, together with an extenſive territory, 
which entirely covers the Company's poſſeſſions and de- 
pendencies on one fide, and particularly thoſe of the Na- 
bob of Oude, 

XX. That the circumſtances of theſe countries did, in 
the opinion of the faid Warren Haſtings himſelf, ſufficiently 
indicate to him the neceſſity of not aggrandizing any power 
whatſoever on their botders, he having, in the aforeſaid let- 
ter of the 16th June, given a deliberate opinion of the ſi- 
tuation of Oude, in the words following: * That whilit 
« we are at peace with the powers of Europe it is only in 
ce this quarter that your poſſeſſions, under the government 
e of Bengal, are vulnerable.“ And he did further in the 
ſaid letter ſtate, that, “if things had continued as they 
© had been to that time, with a divided government,” [viz. 
the Company's and the Vizer's, which government he had 
himſelf eftabliſhed, and under which it ever mult in a great 
degree remain, whilſt the ſaid country continues in a 
ſtate of dependence] * the igbieſt ſhock from a foreign 
& hand, or even an accidental internal commotion, might have 
% thrown- the whole into confuſion, and produced the moſt 
fatal conſequences.” In this perilous fituation he made 
the above-recited ſacrafices to the ambition of the Mahrat- 
tas, and did all along ſo actively countenance and forward 
their proceedings, and with a full ſenſe of their effect, that 
in his minute of the 24th December 1784 he declated, 
& That in the countries which border on the dominions of 
* the Nabob Vizier, or on that quarter of our own, in 
« effect there is ns power.” And he did further admit that 
the preſence of the Mahratta Chief aforeſaid, ſo near the 
borders of the Nabob's dominions, was no cauſe of ſu— 
ſpicion ; for © that it is the effect of his on ſolicitations 
„ and is /o far the effect of an act of that govern- 
© ment.“ 

XXI. That in further purſuit of the ſame pernicious de- 
ſign, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did enter into an agree- 
ment to withdraw a very great body of the Britiſh troops out 
of the Nabob's dominions ; aflerting, however truly, yet in 
direct contradiction to his own declarations, that“ this go- 
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« yernment {meaning the Britiſh government] has not any 
« right to force defence with its maintenance upon him” [the 
Nabob]; and he did thus nog only avowedly aggrandize the 
Maratta ſtate, and weaken the defence upon the trontier, but 
did as avowedly detain their Captain General in force on that 
very frontier; notwithſtanding he was well apprized, that 
they had deſigns againſt thoſe dependant territories of Oude, 
which they had with great difficulty been perſuaded even in 
appearance to include in the treaty of peace ; and that they 
have never renounced their claims upon certain large and ya- 
Juable portions of them, and have ſhewn evident ſigns of 
their intentions, on the firſt opportunity, of aſſerting and 
enforcing them. And, finally, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in 
contradiction ta ſundry declarations of his own, concerning 
the neceſſity of curbing the power of the Marattas, and to 
the principle of ſundry meaſures undertaken by himſelf pro- 
feſſedly for that purpoſe, and to the ſenſe of the Houſe of 
Commons, expreſſed in their reſolution of 28th May, 1782, 
againſt any meaſures that tended to unite the dangerous pow- 
ers of the Maratta empire under one active command, has 
endeayoured to perſuade the Company, that * while Scindia 
© lives, every acceſſion of territory obtained by him will be 
« an advantage to this [the Britiſh ] government ;” which, if 
it was true, as reſpecting the perſonal diſpoſitions of Scindia, 
which there is no reaſon to believe, yet it was highly crimi- 
nal to eſtabliſh a power in the Marattas, which muſt ſurvive 
the man in confidence of whoſe perſonal diſpoſitions a power 
more than perſonal was given, and which may hereafter fall 
into hands diſpoſed to make a more hoſtile uſe of it. 

XXII. That in conſequence of all the before-recited in- 
trigues, the Mogul Emperor being in the hands of the Ma- 
rattas, he the ſaid Mogul has been obliged to declare the 
Head of the Mahratta ſtate to be Vicegerent of the Mogul 
empire, an authority which ſupercedes that of Vizier, and 
has thereby conſolidated in the Mahratta ſtate all the powers 
acknowledged to be of legal authority in India; in conſequence 
of which they have acquired, and have actually already at- 
tempted to uſe, the ſaid claims of general ſuperiority againſt 
the Company itſelf ; the Mahrattas claiming a right in them- 
ſelves to a fourth part of the revenues of all the provinces in 
the Company's poſſeſſion, and claiming in right of the Mo- 
gul the tribute due to him; by which actings and doings the 
laid Haſtings has, to the beſt of his power, brought the Bri- 
- tiſh provinces in India into. a dependence on the Mahratta 
ſtate; and in order to add to the aforeſaid enormous claims à 
proportioned force, he did never ceaſe, during his ſtay in In- 
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lic notoriety, that one great object of the Mahratta policy is 
to unite under their dominion the nation or religious ſect of 
the Seiks, who being a people abounding with ſoldiers, and 
poſſeſſing large territories, would extend the Mahratta power 
over the whole of the vaſt countries to the North Weſt of 
India. 

XXIII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, farther to aug- 
ment the power of the ſaid Mahrattas, and to endanger the 


ſafety of the Britiſh poſſeſſions, having eſtabliſhed in force 


the ſaid Mahrattas on the frontier, as afore recited, and find- 
ing the Council General averſe in that ſituation to the with- 
drawing the Britiſh forces therefrom, and for diſbanding them 
to the extent required by the faid Haſtings, did in a Minute 
of the 4th December, 1784, after ſtating a ſuppoſition, that 


contrary to his opinion, the ſaid troops ſhould not be reduced, 
propoſe to employ them under the command of the Mogul's 
ton, then under the influence of the Mahrattas, in a war 


2gainit the aforeſaid people or religious ſect called Seiks, de- 
{ending the ſame on the following principles: “ I feel the 
« ſenſe of an obligation impoſed on me by the ſuppoſition I 
© have made to ſtate a mode of rendering the detachment of 


« uſe in its preſcribed ſtation, and of atfording the appear- 


«© ance of a cauſe for its retention,” 

XXIV. That the ſaid Haſtings did admit, that there was 
no preſent danger to the Company's poſſeſſions from that na- 
tion, which could juſtify him in ſuch a war, as he had de- 


clared that the Mahrattas was the only power that bordered on 


the Company's poſſeſſions and thoſe of the Vizier; but he 
did aſſign, as a reaſon for going to war with them, their mi- 
litary and enthuſiaſtick ſpirit; the hardineſs of their natural 
— the dangers which might ariſe from them in 
ſame future time, if they ſhould ever happen to be united 
under one head, they exiſting at preſent in a ſtate little diffe- 
rent from anarchy ; and he did predict great danger from 
them and at no very remote period, © if this people be per- 
« mitted to grow into maturity without interruption.” And 
tho' he doth pretend, that the ſolicitations of the heir appa- 
rent of the Mogul, wha he ſays did repeatedly and eatneſtly 
lolicit him to obtain the permiſhon to uſe the Company's 


troops for the purpoſe aforeſaid, had weight with him; yet 


he dath declare, as he expreſſes himſelf in the Minute afore- 
laid, „ that “ a fronger impulſe, ariſing from the hope of 
« blaſting the growth af a general whoſe ſtrength might be- 
come fatal to our own, {trongly pleaded in my mind for 
“ ſupporting his wiſhes.” 

XXV. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after forcibly re- 
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that did, © in his judgment, outweigh the advantages which 
“ might ariſe from a compliance with it.“ Vet the ſaid 
Haſtings, being determined to purſue his ſcheme for aggran- 
dizing, at any rate, the Mahratta power, in whoſe adult 
growth, and the recent effects of it, he could ſez no danger, 
did purſue the deſign of war againſt a nation or ſect of reli- 
gion in its infancy, from whom he had received no injury, 
and in whoſe preſent ſtate of government he did not appre- 
hend any miſchief whatſoever; and finding the Council fixed 
and determined on not diſbanding the frontier regiments, and 
thinking that therein he had found an advantage, he did 
ground thereon the following propoſition. 

If the expence [of the frontier troops] is to be con- 
tinued, it may be ſurely better continued for ſome 
uſetul purpoſe, than to keep up the parade of a great 
military corps, deſigned merely to lie inactive in its 
& quarters, On this ground therefore, and on the ſup— 
& poſition premiſed, I revert to my original ſentiments in fa- 
vour of the Prince's plan; but as this will require fome 
qualification in the execution of it, I will ſtate my recom- 
mendation of it in the terms of a propoſition, viz. That if 
it ſhall be the reſolution of the Board to continue the de- 
tachment now under the command of Colonel Sir John 
Cumming at Furruckabad ; and if the Prince Mirza Je- 
hander Shah ſhall apply, with the authority of the King and 
ce the concurrence of Madaj ee Scindia, for the aſſiſtance of an 
Engliſh military force to act in conjunction with him, to 
< expel the Seiks from the territories of which they have late- 
ce ly poſſeſſed themſelves in the neighbourhood of Delhi, it 
< may be granted, and ſuch a portion of the ſaid detachment 
cc allotted to that ſervice as ſhall be hereafter judged adequate 
66 to it.“ 

XXVI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in the ſaid 
propoſal, endeavour to circumvent and over-reach the Coun- 
cil General, by converting an apparent and literal compliance 
with their reſolution into a real and ſubſtantial oppoſition to 
and diſappointment thereof, For his firſt propoſal was to 
withdraw the Company's troops from the Vizier's country, 
on the pretence of relieving him from the burthen of that eſ- 
tabliſhment, but in reality with a view of facilitating the 
Mahratta pretenſions on that province, which would then be 
deprived of the means of defence, And when the Council 
rejected the ſaid propoſal, on the expreſs ground of danger to 
the province, by withdrawing from the Mahrattas the re- 
ſtraint of our troops, the faid Haſtings, finding his firit 
ſcheme in favour of the Mahrattas, againſt the provinces de- 
pendant on the Company, defeated by the refuſal of the Coun- 
cil to concur in the ſaid meaſure of withdrawing the troops, 
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did then endeavour to obtain the ſame purpoſe in a different 
way; and inſtead of leaving the troops, according to the in- 
tention and policy of the Council, as a check to the ambition 
and progreſs of the Mahrattas, he propoſed to employ them 
in the actual furtherance of thoſe ſchemes of aggrandizement, 
of which his colleagues were jealous, and which it was the 
object of their reſolution to counteract. 

XXVII. That in the whole of the letters, negotiations, 
propoſals, and projects of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, relative 


to the Mogul, he did appear to purſue but one object, name- 


ly, the aggrandizement of the lately hoſtile and always dan- 
gerous power of the Mahrattas; and did purſue the ſame 
by means highly diſhonourable to the Britiſh character for 
honour, juſtice, candour, plain dealing, moderation, and hu- 
manity. 
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Libel on the Court of Directors 


J. HAT Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, was, during the 

whole of the year 1783, a ſervant of the Eaſt India 
Company, and was bound by the duties of that relation, not 
only to yield obedience to the orders of the Court of Direc- 
tors, but to give to the whole of their ſervice an example of 
ſubmiſſion, reverence, and reſpect to their authority: And 
that if they ſhould, in the courſe of their duty, call in queſ- 
tion auy part of his conduct, he was bound to conduct his 
defence with temper and decency! and while his conduct 
was under their conſideration, it was not allowable to print 
and publiſh any of his letters to them, without their conſent 
firſt had and obtained; and he was bound by the ſame prin- 
ciples of duty, enforced by {till more cogent reaſons, to ob- 
ſerve, in a paper intended for publication, great modeſty and 
moderation, and to treat the ſaid Court of Directors, his law- 
ful maſters, with reſpect, 

II. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did print and publiſh, or 
cauſe to be printed and publiſhed, at Calcutta in Bengal, the 
narrative of his tranſactions at Benares, in a letter written at 
that place, without leave had of the Court of Directors, in 
order to pre-occupy the judgment of the ſervants in that ſet- 
tlement, and to gain from them a factious countenance and 
ſupport, previous to the judgment and opinion of the Court 
of Directors, his lawful ſuperiors, 

III. That the Court of Directors having come to certain 
reſolutions of fact relative to the engagements ſubſiſting be- 
tween them and the Rajah of Benares, and the manner in 
which the ſame had been fulfilled on the part of the Rajah, 
did, in the fiſth reſolution, which was partly a reſolution of 
opinion, declare as follows: « That it appears to this Court, 
ce that the conduct of the Governor General towards the Ra- 
c jah, whilſt he was at Benares, was improper; and that 
< the impriſonment of his perſon, thereby diſgracing him in 
the eyes of his ſubjects, and others, was unwarrantable, 

& and highly impolitic, and may tend to weaken the confi- 
& dence which the native Princes of India ought to have in 
ce the juitice and moderation of the Company's government.” 

IV. That the ſaid refolutions being tranſmitted to the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, he, the faid Warren Haſtings, did write, 
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and cauſe to be written and publiſhed, a certain falſe, inſolent, 
malicious, and ſeditious libel, purporting to be a letter from 
him, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, to the Court of Directors, dated 
Fort William, 20th Match 1783, „ calculated | as the Direc- 
« tors truly affirm] to bring contempt, as well as an odium, 
& on the Court of Directors, for their conduct on that occa- 
„ fion ;” and the ſaid libel had a direct tendency to excite a 
« ſpirit of diſobedience to the lawful government of this na- 
“t ion in India, through all ranks of their ſervice.” 

V. That he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, among other inſo- 
lent and contumacious charges and aſperſions on the Court 
of Directors, did addreſs them in the printed letter aforeſaid, 
as follows :—< I deny that Rajah Cheit Sing was a native 
Prince of India. Cheit Sing is the ſon of a collector of 
the revenue of that Province, which his arts, and the mis- 
fortunes of his maſter, enabled him to convert to a per- 
% manent and hereditary poſſeſhon. This man, whom 
you have thus ranked among the Princes of India, will be aſto- 
niſhed, when he hears it, at an elevation ſo unlooked for; 
nor leſs at the independent rights which your commands 
have aſſigned him; rights which are ſo Foreign to his concep- 
tions, that I doubt whether he will know in what language t9 
aſſert them; unleſs the example which you have thought it con- 
*« ftent with juſtice, however oppoſite to policy, to ſhew, of be- 
ce coming his advocates againſt your own intereſts, ſhould inſpire 
« any of your own ſervants to be his adviſers and inflruftors.” — 
And he did further, to bring into contempt the authority of 
the Company, and to excite a reſiſtance to their lawful orders, 
frame a ſuppoſition, that the Court of Directors had intended 
the reſtoration of the Rajah of Benares; and on that ground 
did preſume, in the ſaid libel, to calumniate, in dilrelpectful 
and contumelious terms, the policy of the Court of Directors, 
as well as the perſon whom he did conceive to be the object 
of their protection, as followeth: ! Of the conſequences of 
„ ſuch a policy I forbear to ſpeak. Maſt happily, the wretch 
« whoſe hopes may be excited by the appearances in his favour, is 
& ill qualified to avail himſelf of them, and the force which is 
„ ſtationed in the Province of Benares is ſufficient to ſuppreſs any 
% ſymptoms of internal ſedition; but it cannot fail to create 
& diſtruſt and ſuſpenſe in the minds of both the rulers and of 
the people, and ſuch a ſtate is always productive of difor- 
& der. But it is not in this partial conſideration that I dread 
the effects of your commands, it is in your proclaimed in- 
diſpoſition againſt the firſt executive member of your firſt 
government in India, I almoſt ſhudder at the reflection 
of what might have happened, had theſe denunciations 
againſt your own miniſter, in fayour of a man univertally 
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& conſidered, in this part of the world, as juſtly attainted 
& for his crimes, the murderer of your ſervants and ſoldiers, 
& and the rebel to your authority, arrived two months 
«& earlier,” 

VI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did alſo preſume to 
cenſure and aſperſe the Court of Directors for the moderate 
terms in which they had expreſſed their diſpleaſure againſt 
him, as putting him under the'neceflity of ſtating in his de- 
fence a ſtrong accuſation againſt himſelf ; and as implying in 
the ſaid court a conſciouſneſs that he was not guilty of the 
offences charged upon him, being, as he aſſerts, in the reſo- 
lations of the Court of Directors, “ arraigned and pre-judged 
« of a violation of National Faith, in ads of ſuch complicated 
& aggravaiion, that, if they were true, no puniſhment 
& SHORT OF DEATH could atone for the injury which 
ce the intereſt and credit of the public had ſuſtained in 
& them:” And he did therefore cenſure the ſaid Court, for 
applying no ſtronger, or more criminating epithets, than 
thoſe of “ improper, unwarrantable, and highly impolitic,” 
to an offence fo by them charged, and by him deſcribed, 
And though it be true, that the expreſſions aforeſaid are 
much too reſerved for the purpoſe of duly characteriſing the 
offences of the ſaid Haſtings, yet was it in vim moſt indecent 
to libel the Court of Directors for the fame ; and his Impli- 
cation, from the tenderneſs of the epithets and deſcriptions 
aforeſaid uſed towards him, was not only indecent, but un- 
grounded, malicious, and ſcandalous; he having himſelf 
highly, though truly, aggravated © the charge of the inju- 
& ries done by him to the Rajah of Benares,” in order to 
bring the ſaid Directors into contempt and ſuſpicion ; the 


paragraphs in the faid Libel being as follow: «© Here I muſt 
"CC 


crave leave to ſay, that the terms © improper, unwarrant- 
able, and highly impolitic,“ are much too gentle, as de- 
ductions from ſuch premiſes; and as every reader of the 
cc latter will obviouſly feel, as he reads, the deductions 
& which inevitably belong to them, I will add that the ſtrict 
& performance of ſolemn engagements on one part, followed 
« by acts directly ſubverſive of them, and by total diſpoſſeſ- 
& fion, on the other, ſtamps on the perpetrators of the latter 
ce the guilt of the greateſt poſſible violation of faith and juſ- 
ce tice,”—* There is an appearance of tenderneſs in this devia- 
c tion from plain conſtruction, of which, however meant, I 
c have a right to complain; becauſe it impoſes on me the ne- 
c ceſſity of framing the terms of the accuſation againſt my- 
& ſelf, which you have only not made, but have ſtated the 
& leading arguments to it fo ſtrongly, that no one who _— 
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eſe can avoid making it, or not know it to have been in- 
&« tended.” 

VII. That the ſaid Haſtings, being well aware that his 
own declarations did contain the cleareit condemnation of his 
own conduct trom his own pen, did, in the faid Libel, attempt 
to overturn, fruſtrate, and render of none effect, all the proofs 
to be given of prevarication, contradiction, and of oppoſition 
of action to principle, which can be uſed againſt men in pub- 
lic truſt, and did contend that the fame could not be uſed 
againſt him; and as if falſe aſſertions could be juſtified by 
tactious motives, he did endeavour to do away the authority 
of his own del:berate, recorded declarations, entered by him 
in writing on the Council Books of the Preſidency; for, at- 
ter aſſerting, but not attempting to prove, that his declarations 
were conſiſtent with his conduct, he writes in the ſaid Libel 
as follows: For “ were it otherwiſe, they were not to be 
& made the rules of my conduct; and God forbid that every 
cc expreſſion dictated by the impulſe of preſent emergency, and 
e unpremeditatedly uttered in the heat of party contention, 
6 ſhould impoſe upon me the obligation of a fixed principle, 
6 and be applied to every variable occaſion.” 

VIII. That the ſaid Haſtings, in order to draw the lawful 
dependence of the ſervants of the Company from the Court 
of Directors, to a factious dependence on himſelf ; did, in 
the libel aforeſaid, treat the acts and appointments of their 
undoubted authority, when exerciſed in oppoſition to his ar- 
bitrary will, as ruinous to their affairs, in the following 
terms: © It is as well known to the Indian world, “ as to 
6 the Court of Engliſh Proprietors, that the firſt declaratory 
«© inſtruments of the diſſolution of my influence, in the 
« year 1774, were Mr, John Briſtow and Mr. Francis 
60 Pet By your ancient and known conſtitution, the 
Governor has been ever held forth, and underſtood to poſ- 
ſels the oſtenſible powers of government; all the correſ- 
pondence with foreign Princes is conducted in his name: 
and every perſon reſident with them for the management of 
your political concerns, is underſtood to be more eſpecially 
his repreſentative, and of h:s choice and ſuch ought to 
be the rule ; for how otherwiſe can they truſt an agent, no- 
minated againſt the will of Y- principal? When the ſtate 
of this adminiſtration was ſuch as ſeemed to admit of the 
appointment of Mr, Briſtow to the reſidency of Lucknow, 
without much diminution of my own influence, I gladly 
ſeized the occaſion to ſhew my readineſs to ſubmit to your 
commands : I propoſed his nomination ; he was nominated, 
& and declared to be the Agent of my own choice, Even this 
6 eftect of my caution is defeated by your abſolute command for 
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& his re appointment independent of me, and with the ſuppoſition 
that 1 ſhould be adverſe ts it. am now wholly deprived of 
< my official powers, both in the province of Oude, and in 
ce Zemindary of Benares.“ 

IX. That, further to emancipate others and himſelf from 
due obedience to the Court of Directors, he did, in the Lihel 
aforeſaid, enhance his ſervices 5 which, without {ſpecification 
or proof, he did ſuppoſe in the ſaid Libel to be important and 
valuable, by repreienting them as done under their diſplea- 
ture ; and doth attribute his not having done more, to their 
< oppolition, as followeth: “ It is now a complete period 
cc of eleven years ſince I received the firſt nominal charge of 
* your affairs; in the courſe of it I have invariably had to 
« contend, not with ordinary difficulties, but ſuch as moſt 
& unnaturally aroſe from the oppoſition of thoſe very pawers from 
& which primarily derived my authority, and which were re- 
ce quired for the ſupport of it. My exertions, though applied 
& to an unwearied and conſiſtent line of action, have been 
c occaſional and defultory ; yet I pleaſe my ſelf with the hope, 
& that in the annals of your dominion, which ſhall be writ- 
cc ten after the extinction of recent prejudices, this term of 
& its adminiſtration will appear not the leaſt conducive to the 
« intereſts of the Company, nor the leaſt refleCtive of the ho- 
* nour of the Britiſh name; and allow me to ſuggeſt the in- 
5 ſtructive reflection of what good might have been done, and 
& what evil prevented, had due ſupport been given to that admi- 
« niſtration which has performed ſuch eminent and ſubſtantial 
& fervices without it.” 

And the faid Haſtings, farther to render the authority of 
the {aid Court perfectly contemptible, doth, in a ſtrain of 
exultation for his having eſcaped out of a meaſure, in which 
by his guilt he had involved the Company in a rujnous war, 
and out of which it had eſcaped by a facrifics of almoſt all the 
territories before acquired (from that enemy which he had 
made) either by war, or former treaties, and by the abandon- 
img the Company's allies to their mercy; attribute the ſaid 
tuppofed ſervices to his acting in ſuch a manner as had on 
former occaſions excited their diſpleaſure, in the following 
words: 

& Pardon, Hononrable Sirs, this digreſſive exultation; 
I cannot ſuppreſs the pride which I feel in this ſucceſsful 
s atchievement of a meafure ſo fortunate for your intereſts, 
sand the national honour ; for that pride is the ſource of my 
* zeal, fo frequently exerted in your ſupport, and never more 
* happily than in thoſe inſtances in which have departed fram 


* the preſcribed and beaten path of aftion, and aſſumed @ reſpon- 
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« effects of your diſpleaſure, But however I may yield to my 


« private feelings, in thus enlarging on the ſubject, my mo- 
c tive in introducing it was immediately connected with its 
« context, and was to contraſt the aftual flate of your political 
« affairs, derived from a happier influence, with that which 
« might have attended an earlier diſſulution of it:” And he d 
value himſelf upon the patience and temper wich which he had 
ſubmitted to all the indignities which have been heaped upon 
him [meaning the ſaid Court of Directors] in this long ſer- 
vice: And he did inſolently attribute to an unuſual ſtrain of 
zeal for their ſervice, that he © per/evered in the VIOLENT 
« MAINTENANCE OF HIS OFFICE.” 

X. That in order further to excite the ſpirit of diſobedi- 
ence in the Company's ſervants, to the lawful authority ſet 
over them, he, the ſaid Warren Haftings, did treat con- 
temptuouſly and ironically the ſuppoſed diſpoſition of the 
Company's ſervants to obey the orders of the Court of Direc- 
tors, in the words following: „*The recal of Mr. Markham, 
ho was known to be the public agent of my own nomi- 
nation at Benares, and the re-appointment of Mr. Francis 
% Fowke, by your order, contained in the ſame letter, would 
place it [the reſtoration of Cheit Sing] beyond a doubt. — 
« his order has been obeyed; and whenever you fhall be pleaſed 
&« to order the-#eſtoration of Cheit Sing, I will venture to promiſe 
e the ſame ready and exact ſubmiſſion in the ether Members of the 
% Council!“ And he did, in the poſtſcript of the ſaid letter, 
and as on recollection, endeavour to make a reparation ot 
honour to his ſaid colleagues, as if his expreſſions aforefaid 
had ariſen from animoſity to them, as follows:“ Upon a 
& careful reviſial of what I have written, 1 fear that an ex- 
« prefſion which I have uſed reſpeCting the probable conduct 
& of the Board, in the event of orders being received for the 
&« reſtoration of Cheit Sing, may be conſtrued as intimating 
&« a ſenſe of diſſatisfaction, applied to tranſactions alteady 
c paſt, It is not my intention to complain of any one.“ 

XI. That the ſaid Haſtings, in the acts of injury aforeſaid 
to the Rajah of Benares, did aſſume and arrogate to himſelf 
an illegal authority therein, and did maintain that the acts 
done in conſequence of that meaſure were not revocable b 
any ſubſequent authority, in the following words: © If you 
ce ſhould proceed to order the reſtoration of Cheit Sing to the 
« Zemindary, from which, by the powers which I legally poſ- 
6 /eſſed, and conceive myſelf legally baund to aſſert againſt any 
c ſubſequent authcrity to the contrary, derived trom the ſame 
6 ſource, he was diſpoſſeſſed for crimes of the greateſt enor- 
«© mitv, and your Council ſhall reſolve to execute the order, 
&« I will inſtantly give up my ſtation, and the ſervice,” : 
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XTI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did attempt to juſtify 
his publicatian of the faid libellous letter, to and againſt the 
| Court of Directors, by aſſerting therein, that theſe Reſolu- 
tions [meaning the Reſolutions of the Court of Directors 
relative to the Rajah of 3 c were either publiſhed, or 

« intended for publication; evidently proving, that he did 
take this unwarrantable courſe without any ficient aſſu- 
rance that the ground and mative hy him affigned, had any 
exiſtenee: 93 1 | 
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Maratta War, and Peace. 


4 Tee by an AQ, paſſed in 1773, it was exptefily 
ordered and provided, “ That it ſhould not be law- 

« ful for any Preſident and Council of Madras, Bombay, 
« of Bencoolen, for the time being, to make any orders for 
« commencing hoſtilities, or declaring or making war, againſt 
« any Indian princes or powers, or for negociating or con- 
« cluding any treaty of peace, or other treaty, with any ſuch 
Indian princes or powers, without the conſent and appro- 
« bation of the Governor General and Council firſt had and 
« obtained, except in ſuch caſes of imminent neceſſity as would 
« render it dangerous to poſtpone ſuch hoſtilities of treaties 
« until the orders from the Governor General and Council 
« might arrive.” — That nevertheleſs the Preſident and Coun- 
cil of Bombay did, in December 1774, without the conſent 
and approbation of the Governor General and Council of 
Fort William, and in the midſt of profound peace, com- 
mence an unjuſt and unprovoked war againſt the Maratta go- 
vernment ; did conclude a treaty with a certain perſon, à tu- 
gitive from that government, and proſcribed by it, named Ra- 
gonaut Row, or Ragoba; and did, under various baſe and 
treacherous pretences, invade and conquer the iſland of Sal- 
ſette, belanging to the Maratta government. | 
II. That Warren Haſtings, on the firſt advices received 
in Bengal of the above tranſactions, did condemn the ſame 
in the 1 terms; declaring that “ the meaſures adopted 
« by the Preſidency of Bombay had a tendency to a very ex- 
© tenlive and indefinite ſcene of troubles ; and that their con- 
duct was unſeaſonable, impolitic, unjuſt, and unautho- 
&« rized.” And the Governor Gener. ] and Council, in order 
to put a ſtop to the ſaid unjuſt hoſtilities, did appoint an 
Ambaſlador to the Peſhwa, or chiet of the Maratta ſtate, re- 
ſident at Poona and the ſaid Ambaſſador did, after a long 
negotiation, conclude a definitive treaty of peace with the ſaid 
Peſhwa, on terms highly honourable and beneficial to the 
Eaſt India Company, who, by the ſaid treaty, obtained from 
the Marattas a coffin of conſiderable tracts of country, the 
Maratta ſhare of the city of Broach, twelve lacks of rupees 
for the expencgg of the ſaid unjuſt war, and particularly the 
illand of Salſette, of which the Preſidency of Bombay had 
F'2 | poſſeſſed 
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poſſeſſed themſelves by ſurprize and treachery ; that in return 
tor theſe extraordinary conceſſions, the articles principally 
inſiſted on by the Marattas, with a view to their own future 
tranquility and internal quiet, were, that u aſ/i/ance ſhould 
be given to any ſubject or ſervant of the Peſhwa that, ſhould cauſe 
diſturbances, or rebellion, in the Maratta dominions, and particu- 
larly, that the Engliſh uu not aſſiſt Ragonaut Row, to whom 
the Marattas agreed to allow. five lacks of rupees a year, or 
a jaghyre to that amount, and that he ſhould reſide at Benares; 
that nevertheleſs, the Perſidency of Bombay did receive aud 
kecp Ragonaut Row at Bombay, did furniſh him with a con- 
ſiderable eſtabliſhment, and continue to carry on fecret in- 
trigues and negociations with him, thereby giving uit ground 
of jealouſy and diſtruſt to the Maratta ſtates : hat the late 
Colonel John Upton, by whom the treaty of Poorunder was 
negociated and concluded, did declare to the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council, „ That while Ragonaut Row reſides at 
Bombay, in expectation of being ſupported, the miniſters 
an place no confidence in the Council there; which muſt 
© now be productive of the greateſt inconveniencies, and per- 
cc haps, in the end, of fatal conſequences.” That the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, concurring with his Council, which then 
conſiſted of Sir John Clavering, Richard Barwell, and Philip 
Francis, Eſquires, did, on the 18th of Auguſt 1777, declare 
to the Preſidency of Bombay, that © he could ſee no reaſon 
to doubt that the preſence of Ragoba at Bombay would 
continue to be an in/uperable bar to the completion of the 
i treaty concluded with the Maratta government, nor could 
c any {incere cordiality and good underſtanding be eſtabliſh- 
“ ed with them, as long as he ſhould appear to derive encou- 
„ ragement and ſupport from the Engliſh.“ That Sir John 
Clavering died ſoon after, and that the late Edward Wheler, 
Eſquire, ſucceeded to a feat in the Supreme Council. That, 
on the 29th of January 1778, the Governor General and 
Council received a letter from the Preſidency of Bombay, 
dated 12th of December 1777, in which they declared, 
„That they had agreed to give encouragement to a par!y 
« formed in Ragoba's favour, and flattered themſelves they 
* ſhould meet with the hearty concurrence of the Gove: - 
& nor General and Council in the meaſures they might be 
* obliged to purſue in conſequence,” That the party fo de- 
ſcribed was ſaid to conſiſt of four principal perſons in the 
laratta ſtate, on whole part /ome overtures had been made to 
Ir. William Lewis, the Reſident of Bombay, at Poona, for 
the aſſiſtance of the Company to bring Ragoba to Poona, That 
the taid Warren Haſtings, immediately on the receipt of the 
preceding advices, did propoſe and carry it in Council, by 
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means of his caſting voice, and againſt the remonſtrances, ar- 
guments, and ſolemn proteſt of two members of the Supreme 
Council, that the ſanction of that government ſhould be given 
to the plan which the Preſident and Council of Bombay had 
agreed to form with the Maratta government; and alſo, that 
a ſupply of money (to the amount of ten lacks of rupees) ſhould 
be immediately granted to the Preſident and Council of Bom- 
bay, for the ſupport of their engagements above mentioned ; and 
alſo, that a military force ſhould be ſent to the Preſidency of 
Bombay. That, in defence of theſe reſolutions, the faid 
Warren Haſtings did falſely pretend and affirm, “ that the re- 
% folution of the Preſidency of Bombay was formed on ſuch 
& a caſe of imminent neceſſity, as would have rendered it dan- 
& gerous to poltpone the execution of it, until the orders from 
the Governor. General and Council might arrive; and that 
the ſaid Preſidency of Bombay were warranted, by the treaty 
& of. Poorunder, to join in a plan for conducting Ragonaut 
© Row to Poona, on the application of the ruling part of the 
« Maratta ſtate; whereas the main object of the ſaid treaty, 
on the part of the Marattas, and to obtain which they made 
many important conceſſions to the India Company, was, that 
the Engliſh ſhould withdraw their forces, and give no aſſiſt- 
ance to Ragoba, and that he ſhould be cxcluded for ever from 
any ſhare in their government, being a perſon * univerſally 
held in abborrence in the Maratta empire; and if it had been 
true (inſtead of being, as it was, notoriouſly falſe) that the 
ruling part of the adminiſtration of the Maratta ſtate ſolicited 
the return of Ragonaut Row to Poona, his return, in that 
caſe, might have been effected by acts of their own, without 
the interpoſition of the Engliſh power, and without our inter- 
ference in their affairs. That it was the ſpecial duty of the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, derived from a ſpecial truſt repoſed in 
him, and power committed to him by parliament, to have re- 
ſtrained, as by law he had authority to do, the ſubordinate 
Preſidency of Bombay from entering into hoſtilities with the 
Marattas, or from making engagements, the manifeſt ten- 
dency of which was to enter into thoſe hoſtilities, and to have 
put a ſtop to them, if any ſuch had been begun. That he 
was bound by the duty of his office to preſerve the faith of the 
Britiſh government, pledged in the treaty of Poorunder, in- 
violate and ſacred, as well as by the ſpecial orders and inſtruc- 
tions of the Eaſt India Company, to fix his attention to the pre- 
ſervation of peace throughout India; all which important duties 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did wilfully violate, in giving the 
ſanction of the Governor General and Council to the dan- 


* Vide Mr. Whetherſtone's letter of the 24th December 1-73. No 170. - 
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gerous, faithleſs, and il]-concerted projects of the Preſident 
and Council of Bombay, hereinbefore mentioned, from which 
the ſubſequent Maratta war, with all the expence, diſtreſs, 
and diſgraces which have attended it, took their commence- 
ment; and that the ſaid Warren Haſtings thereſore is ſpecially 
and principally anfwerable for the ſaid war, and for all the con- 
ſequences thereof. That in a letter, dated the 20th of Janu- 
ary 1778, the Preſident and Council of Bombay informed the 
Governor General and Council, that, in conſequence of Jater 
intelligence received from Poona, they had immediately reſolved 
that nothing further could be done, unlejs Saccaram Baboo, the prin- 
cipal in the treaty [of Poorunder] join in making a formal applica- 
tion to them. That no ſuch application was ever made by that 
perſon. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, finding that all this 
pretended ground for engaging in an invaſion of the Maratta 
government had totally failed, did then pretend to give credit 
to, and to be greatly alarmed by the ſuggeſtions of the Preſi- 
dent and Council of Bombay, that the Marattas were negociat- 
ing with the French, and had agreed to give them the port of 
Choul, on the Malabar coaſt, and did affirm that the French 
had obtained poſſeſſion of that port : That all theſe ſuggeſtions 
and aſſertions were falſe ; and, if they had been true, would 
have furniſhed no juſt occaſion for attacking either the Ma- 
rattas or the French, with both of whom the Britiſh nation 
was then at peace: That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did then 
propoſe and carry the following reſolution, in Council, againſt 
the proteſt of two members thereof, that, For the purpoſe 
of granting you { the Preſidency of Bombay | the moſt ef- 
<< fectual ſupport in our power, we have reſolved to aſſemble 
a ſtrong military force near Calpee, the commanding of- 
< ficer of which is to be ordered to march, by the moſt prac- 
ticable route, to Bombay, or to ſuch other place as future 
occurrences, and your directions to him, may render it ex- 
„ pedient.” And with reſpect to the /eps ſaid to be taking 
by the French to obtain a ſettlement on the Malabar coaſt, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did declare to the Preſidency of Bombay, 
<< that it was the opinion of the Governor General and Coun- 
* cil that no time ought to be loſt in forming and carrying 
into execution ſuch meaſures as might moſt effectually tend 
« to fruſtrate ſuch dangerous deſigns.” — That the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings therefore, inſtead of fixing his attention to the 
preſervation of peace throughout India, as it was his duty to 
have done, did continue to abet, encourage and ſupport the 
dangerous projects of the Preſidency of Bombay, and did 
thereby manifeſt a determined intention to diſturb the peace of 
India, by the unfortunate ſucceſs of which intention, and by 
the continued efforts of the faid Haſtings, the greateſt _ 
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India has been for ſeveral years involved in a bloody and cala- 
mitous war. That both the Court of Directors and Court of 
Proprietors did ſpecially inſtruct the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in 
all his meaſures, & to make the ſafety and proſperity of Bengal 


** his principal object,“ and did heavily cenſure the ſaid War- 


ren Haſtings for having employed their troops at a great diſ- 
tance from Bengal, in a war againſt the Rohillas, which the 
Houſe of Commons have pronounced to be iniquitous *, and 
did on that occaſion expreſsly declare, That they diſap- 
“ proved af all ſuch diſtant expeditions, as might eventu- 
ally carry their forces to any ſituation too remote to admit 
of their ſpeedy and ſafe return to the protection of their 
«© own provinces, in caſe of emergency,” That the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings ncyerthele(s ordered a detachment from the Ben- 
gal army to croſs the Jumna, and to proceed acroſs the penin- 
ſula, by a circuitous route, through the Diamond country of 
Bundle Cund, and through the dominions of the Rajah of Be- 
rar, ſituated in the center of Hindoſtan, and did thereby ftrip 
the provinces ſubject to the government of Fart William of a 
conſiderable part of their eſtabliſhed defence, and did thereby 
diſobey the general inſtructions, and poſitive orders of the 
Court of NireQors (given upon occaſion of a crime of the ſame 
nature committed by the ſaid Haſtings) and was guilty of a 
high crime and miſdemeanor, 

That the faid Warren Haſtings, having taken the meaſures 
hereinbefore deſcribed for ſupporting thoſe of the Preſidency 
of Bombay, did, on the 23d of March 1778, ** inveſt the 
„ ſaid Preſidency with — to form a new alliance with 

im in any ſcheme which they 
& ſhould deem expedient and ſafe for retrieving his affairs.” 
That the ſaid Haſtings was then in poſſeſſion of a letter from 
the Court of Directors, dated the 4th of July 1777, con- 
taining a poſitive order to the Preſidency of Bombay, in the 
following words: Though that treaty [meaning the treaty 
* of Poorundut] is not, upon the whole, ſo agreeable to us 
1e as we could wiſh, till we are reſolved ſtrictly to adhere to 
“ it an our parts. You muſt therefore be particularly vigi- 
% Jant, while Ragoba is with you, to prevent him from form- 
« ing any plan againſt what is called the miniſterial party at 
* Poona; and we hereby poſitively order you not to engage 
* with him in any ſcheme” whatever in retrieving his — 
«© without the conſent of the Governor General and Coun- 
« cil, or the Court of Directors. That the ſaid Ragoba 


neither did or could farm any plan for his reſtoration, but 


what was and muſt be againſt the miniſterial party at Poona, 
* 23thof May 1782; 15th December 1775. 
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who held and exerciſed the regency of that ſtate in the infan- 
cy of the Peſhwa ; and that, ſuppoſing him to have formed 
any other ſcheme, in conjunction with Bombay, for retrieving 
his affairs, the ſaid Haſtings, in giving a previous general au— 
thority to the Preſidency of Bombay to engage with Ra- 
goba in any ſcheme for that purpoſe, without knowing what 
ſuch ſcheme might be, and thereby relinquiſhing and tranſ- 
ferring to the diſcretion of a ſubordinate government, that 
ſuperintendance and controul over all meaſures tending to 
create or provoke a war, which the law had excluſively veſted 
in the Governor General and Council, was guilty of a high 
crime and miſdemeanor. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
having firſt declared that the meaſures taken by him were for 
the ſupport of the engagements made by the Preſidency of 
Bombay, in favour of Ragoba, did afterwards, when it ap- 
peared that thoſe negotiations were entirely laid aſide, declare 
that his apprehenſion of the conſequence of a pretended in- 
trigue between the Marattas' and the French, was the ſole mo- 
tive of all the late meaſures taken for the ſupport of the Preſidency 
of Bombay; but that neither of the preceding declarations con- 
tained the true motives and objects of the ſaid Haſtings, whoſe 
real purpoſe, as it appeared ſoon after, was to make uſe of 
the ſuperiority of the Britiſh power in India, to carry on of- 
fenſive wars, and to purſue ſchemes of conqueſt, impolitic 
and unjult in their deſign, ill-concerted in the execution, and 
which, as this Houſe has reſolved, have brought great calami- 
ties on India, and enormous expences on the Eaſt India Company. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on the 22d of June 1778, 
made the following declaration in Council: “ Much leſs can 
I agree that, with ſuch ſuperior advantages, as we poſlefs 
& over every power which can oppoſe us, we ſhould act 
6 merely on the defenſive. On the contrary, if it be really true 
c that the Britiſh arms and influence have ſuffered ſo ſevere a 
« check in the Weſtern world, it is more incumbent on thoſe, 
« who are Charged with the intereſts of Great Britain in the 
« Eaſt, to exert themſelves for the retrieval of the national loſs. 
«© We have the means in our power, and, if they are not 
66 fruſtrated by our own diſſenſions, I truſt that the event of 
this expedition will yield every advantage, for the attain- 
& ment of which it was undertaken,” That, in purſuance of 
the principles avowed in the preceding declaration, the faid 
Warren Haſtings, on the gth of July 1778, did propoſe, and 
carry it m Council, that an embaſſy ſhould be ſent from 
Bengal to Moodajee Booſla, the Rajah of Berar, falſely aſ- 
ſerting, that the ſaid Rajah -©* was, by intereſt and inclina- 
„tion, likely to join in an alliance with the Britiſh Go- 
„ yernment; and ſuggeſting that two advantages might be 
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* offered to him, as the inducements to it; firſt, the ſupport 
© of his pretenſions to the ſovereign power { viz. of the Ma- 
ce ratta empire]; ſecond, the recovery of the captures made 
e on his dominions by Nizam Ally.” That the ſaid Haſt- 
ings, having already given full authority to the Preſidency of 
Bombay to engage the Britiſh faith to Ragonaut Row, to 
ſupport him in hi pretenſions to the government or to the re- 
gency of the Maratta empire, was guilty of a high crime and 
miſdemeanor, in propoſing to engage the ſame Britiſh faith to 
ſupport the pretenſions of another competitor for the ſame ob- 
ject ; and that in offering to aſſiſt the Rajah of Berat to recover 
the captures made on his dominions by the Nizam, the ſaid 
Haſtings did endeavour, as far as depended on him, to engage 
the Britiſh nation in a moſt unjuſt and utterly unprovoked 
war againſt the ſaid Nizam, between whom and the Eaſt In- 
dia Company a treaty of peace and friendſhip did then ſubſiſt, 
unviolated on his part; notwithſtanding the ſaid Haſtings well 
knew that it made part of the Eaſt India Company's funda- 
mental policy to ſupport that Prince againſt the Marattas, 
and to conſider him as one of the few remaining chiefs, who were 
yet capable of coping with the Marattas, and that it was the 
Company's true intereſt to preſerve a good underſtanding with him. 
That, by holding out ſuch offers to the Rajah of Berar, the 
ſaid Haſtings profefſed to hope that the Rajah would ardently 
catch at the objects preſented to his ambition; and although the 
ſaid Haſtings did about this time lay it down as a maxim, 
that there is always a greater advantage in receiving ſolicitations 
than in making advances, he nevertheleſs declared to the ſaid 
Rajah, that in the whole of his conduct he had departed from the 
common line of policy, and had made advances where others, in his 
ſituation, would have waited for ſolicitation ; that the ſaid unjuſt 
and dangerous projects did not take effect, becauſe the Rajah 
of Berar refuſed to join or be concerned therein; yet ſo ear- 
neſt was the ſaid Haſtings for the execution of thoſe projects, 
that, in a ſubſequent letter, he daringly and treacherouſly aſ- 
ſured the Rajah, * that, if he had accepted of the terms of- 
e fered him by Colonel Goddard, and concluded a treaty 
«© with the government of Bengal upon them, he ſhould have 
held the obligation of it ſuperior to that of any engagement 
e formed by the government of Bombay, and ſhould have 
de thought it his duty to maintain it, &c. againſt every con- 
“ fideration, even of the mot valuable intereſts * of the 
„ Engliſh poſſeſſions intruſted to his charge.” hat all the 
offers of the ſaid Haſtings were rejected with flight and con- 
tempt by the Rajah of Berar; but the ſame being diſcovered 
and generally known throughout India, did fill the chief of 
the Princes and States of India with a general ſuſpicion and 


(x diſtruſt 


by Joi 
” - 


* 


a> 7 


; 


e 
8 TI, 3 "E-s 4 


50 + "7 Bb g- @ +9 7 Ws © * 


diſtruſt of the ambitious deſigns and treacherous principles of 
the Britiſh Government, and with an univerſal hatred of the 
Britiſh nation ; that the ſaid Princes and States were thereby 
fo thoroughly convinced of the neceſſity of uniting amongſt 
themſelves to oppoſe a power which kept no faith with any 
of them, and equally threatened them all, that, renouncing 
all former enmities againſt each other, they united in a com- 
mon confederacy againſt the Engliſh; viz. the Peſhwa, as 
Repreſentative of the Maratta State, and Moodajee Booſla, 
the Rajah of Berar, that is, the principal Hindoo powers of 
India, on one fide; and Hyder Ally, and the Nizam of the 
Decan, that is, the principle Mahomedan powers of India, 
on the other, and that in conſequence of this confederacy 
Hyder Ally invaded, over-ran, and ruined the Carnatic ; and 
that Moodajee Booſla, inſtead of ardently catching at the objefts 
preſented to his ambition by the ſaid Haſtings, ſent an wy to 
the frontiers of Bengal; which army the ſaid Warren Haſt- 
ings was at length forced, to buy off with twenty-ſix lacks of 
rupees, or 300,000], ſterling, after a ſeries of negociations 
with the Maratta chiefs who commanded that army, founded 
and conducted on principles ſo diſhonourable to the Britiſh 
name and character, that the Secret Committee of the Houſe 
of Commons, by whom the reſt of the proceedings in that 
buſineſs were reported to the Houſe, have, upon due conſidera- 
tion, thought it proper to leave out the letter of infiruftions to Mr, 
Anderſon, viz. thoſe given by the ſaid Warren Haſtings to the 
Repreſentative of the Britiſh Government; and concerning 
which the ſaid Committee have reported in the following 
terms: The ſchemes of policy by which the Governor 
General ſeems to have dictated the inſtructions he gave to 
« Mr. Anderſon [the gentleman deputed] will alſo appear in 
« this document, as well reſpecting the particular ſucceſſion 
to the Rauje, as alſo the mode of accommodating the de- 
© mand of Chout, the eſtabliſhment of which was apparently 
s the great aim of Moodajee's political manceuvres, while 
« the Governor General's wiſh to defeat it was avowedly more 
<< intent on the removal of a nominal diſgrace, than on the 
«© anxiety or reſolution to be freed from an expenſive, if an 
«<< unavoidable incumbrance.” 

That while the ſaid Warren Haſtings was endeavouring to 
perſuade the Rajah of Berar to engage with him in a ſcheme 
to place the ſaid Rajah at the head of the Maratta empire, the 
Preſidency of Bombay, by virtue of the powers ſpecially veſt- 
ed in them for that purpoſe by the ſaid Haſtings, did really 
engage with Ragonaut Row, the other competitor for the 
{ame object, and ſent a great part of their military force 
eſtabliſhed for the defence of Bombay on an — with 
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Ragonaut Row, to invade the dominions of the Peſhwa, and 
to take Poona, the capital thereof ; that this army being ſur- 
rounded and overpowered by the Marattas was obliged to ca- 
pitulate ; and then, through the moderation of the 4 
was permitted to return quietly, but very diſgracefully, to 
Bombay. That, ſuppoſing the ſaid Warren Haſtings could 
have been juſtified in abandoning the project of reinſtating 
Ragonaut Row, which he at firſt authoriſed, and promiſed to 
ſupport, and in preferring a ſcheme to place the Rajah of Be- 
rar at the head of the Maratta empire, he was bound by his 
duty, as well as in juſtice to the Preſidency of Bombay, to 
give that Preſidency timely notice of ſuch his intention, and 
to have reſtrained them poſitively from reſuming their own 
project: That, on the contrary, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did, on the 17th of Auguſt 1778, again authorize the ſaid 
Preſidency “ to aſſiſt Ragoba with a military force to conduct 
* him to Poona, and to eſtabliſh him in the Regency there” 
and, ſo far from communicating his change of plan to Bom- 
bay, did keep it concealed from that Preſidency ; inſomuch 
that, even ſo late as the 19th of February 1779, William 
Hornby, then Governor of Bombay, declared in Council his 
total ignorance of the ſchemes of the ſaid Haſtings, in the 
following terms; The ſchemes of the Governor General 
and Council, with regard to the Rajah of Berar, being yet 
& unknown io us, it is impoſſible for us to found any meaſures 
* on them; yet I cannot help now obſerving, that if, as has 
4 been conjectured, the gentlemen of that Preſidency have 
© entertained thoughts of reſtoring, in his perſon, the anci- 
© ent Rajah Government, the attempt ſeems likely to be at- 
ce tended with no ſmall difficulty :”* That whereas the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did repeatedly affirm, that it was his inten- 
tion to ſupport the plan formed by the Preſidency of Bombay 
in favour of Ragoba, and did repeatedly authorize and encou- 
rage them to purſue it, he did, nevertheleſs, at the ſame time, 
in his letters and declarations to the Peſhwa, to the Nizam, 
and to the Rajah of Berar, falſely and perfidiouſly afirm, that 
it never was nor is deſigned by the Enelih chiefs to give ſupport to 
Ragonaut Row ; that he, Haſtings, had no idea of ſupporting 
Ragonaut Row ; and that the detachment he had ſent to Bombay was 
ſolely to awe the French, without the leaſt deſign to aſſiſt Ragonaut 
Row : That, ſuppoſing it to have been the ſole profeſed inten- 
tion of the ſaid Haſtings, in ſending an army acroſs India, 
to protect Bombay againſt a French invaſion, even that pre- 
tence was falſe, and uſed only to cover the real deſign of the 
ſaid Haſtings: viz. to engage in projects of war and conqueſt 
with the Rajah of Berar. That on the 11th of October 
1778, be informed the ſaid Rajah, “ that the detachment 

G 2 % would 


— 
W 


En — . a an i a an A et an 
—_— - — * - — 2 - . * * "Ex 
122 4 RT = h& 


- 


— — h 


— — 
— 


2 — — 
D/ By 2 
a * > 


— — — 
—— — 


— 


— — 


83 — - 
— — 
. 


— — 
ͤ—u— — — — 
= * — © 
— 
—_— 
" "_ — 


82 . XX. 


would ſoon arrive in his territories, and depend on him, 
% Moodajce Booſla, for its ſubſequent operations:“ That on 
the 7th of December 1778, the ſaid Haſtings revoked the 
powers he had before given * to the Preſidency of Bombay, 
over the detachment, declaring, that the event of Colonel 
Goddard's negociation with the Rajah of Berar was likely to 
cauſe a very ſpeedy and eſſential change in the deſign and operations 
of the detachment ; and that, on the 4th of March 1779, the 


ſaid Haſtings, immediately after receiving advice of the de- 


feat of the Bombay army near Poona, and when Bombay, if 


at any time, particularly required to be protected againſt a 
French invaſion, did declare in Council, that he wiſbed for the 
return of the detachment to Berar, and dreaded to hear of its pro- 
ceeding to the Malabar coaſt ; and therefore, if the ſaid Haſtings 
did not think that Bombay was in danger of being attacked 
by the French, he was guilty of repeated falſehoods in af- 
firming the contrary, for the purpoſe of covering a criminal 
deſign; or, if he thought that Bombay was immediately 
threatened with that danger, he then was guilty of treachery, 
in ordering an army, neceſſary on that ſuppoſition to the im- 
mediate defence of Bombay, to halt in Berar, to depend on 
the Rajah of Berar for its ſubſequent operations, or on the 
event of a negociation with that Prince; which, as the ſaid Haſt- 
ings declared, was /ikely to cauſe a very ſpeedy and eſſential change 
in the deſign and operations of the detachment ; and finally, in de- 
claring, that he dreaded to hear of the ſaid detachment's proceeding 
to the Malabar coaſt, whither he ought to have ordered it to 
proceed withour delay, if, as he has ſolemnly athrmed, it was 
true that he had been told, by the highe/t authority, that a power- 
ful armament had been prepared in France, the firſt object of which 


was an attack upon Bombay; and that he knew, with moral cer- 


tainty, that all the powers of the adjacent Continent were ready ibo 


join the invaſion. 

That through the whole of theſe tranſactions, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings has been guilty of continued falſehood, 
fraud, contradiction, and duplicity, highly diſhonourable to 
the character of the Britiſh nation; that in conſequence of the 
unjuſt and ill-concerted ſchemes of the ſaid Haſtings, the 
Britiſh arms, heretofore reſpected in India, have ſuffered re- 
peated diſgraces, and great calamities have been thereby 
brought upon India; and that the ſaid Warren Haſtings, as 
well in exciting and promoting the late unprovoked and un- 
juſtiſiable war againſt the Marattas, as in the conduct thereof, 
has been guilty of ſundry high crimes and miſdemeanors. 


* On the 1th of N ovember. 
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That by the definitive treaty of peace concluded with the 
Mahrattas at Poorunder on the iſt of March 1776, the 
Mahrattas gave up all right and title to the Iſland of Sal- 
ſette, unjuſtly taken from them by the preſidency of Bom- 
bay; did alſo give up to the Engliſh Company for ever all 
right and title to their entire ſhares of the city and Per- 
gunna of Broach; did alſo give for ever to the Engliſh 
Company a country of three lacks of Rupees revenue, near 
to Broach; and did alſo agree to pay to the Company twelve 
lacks of Rupees, in part of the expences of the Engliſh army; 
and that the terms of the ſaid treaty * were honourable and 
advantageous to the India Company. 

That Warren Haſtings having broken the ſaid treaty, and 
forced the Mahrattas into another war, by a repeated in- 
vation of their country, and having conducted that war in 
the manner herein before deſcribed, did, on the 17th of 
May 1782, by the agency of Mr. David Anderſon, con- 
hols another treaty of perpetual friend{hip and alliance 
with the Mahrattas, by which the ſaid Haſtings agreed to 
deliver up to them all the countries, places, cities, and forts, 
particularly the Iſland of Baſſein (taken from the Peſhwa, 
during the war) and to relinquiſh all claim to the country 
of three lacks of rupees, ceded to the Company by the 
treaty of Poorunder : That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
alſo, at the ſame time, by a private and ſeparate agreement, 
deliver up to Madajee Scindia the whole of the city of 
Broach; that is, not only the ſhare in the ſaid city which 
the India Company acquired by the treaty of Poorunder, 
but the other ſhare thereof, which the India Company paſ- 
ſeſſed for ſeveral years before that treaty; and that, among 
the reaſons aſſigned by Mr. David Anderſon for totally 
{tripping the preſidency of Bombay of all their poſſeſſions on 
the Malabar coaſt, he has declared that “ from the general te- 
& nor of the ref? of the treaty, the ſettlement of Bombay 
& would be in future put on ſuch a footing, that it might 
cc well become a queſtion whether the poſſeſſion of an in- 
ce conſiderable territory, without forts, would not be attend- 
ce ed with more loſs than advantage, as it mult neceffarily 
c occaſion conſiderable expence, muſt require troops for its 
& defence, and might probably in the end lead, as Scindia 
« apprehended, to a renewal of war.“ 

That the faid Warren Haſtings having in this manner put 
an end to a war commenced by him without provocation, 
and continued by him without neceſſity, and having for that 
purpoſe made ſo many ſacrifices to the Mahrattas, in points 


# Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons, 28th May 1782. 
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of effential intereſt to the India Company, did conſent and 
agree to other articles utterly diſhonourable to the Britiſh 
name and character, having facrificed or abandoned every 
one of the native princes, who, by-h:s ſolicitations and pro- 
miſes had been engaged to take part with us in the war; and 
that he did fo without neceſſity, ſince it appears that Scindia, 
the Mahratta Chief who concluded the treaty, in every part 
of his conduct manifeſted a hearty deſire of eſtabliſhing a peace 
with us; and that this was the diſpoſition of all the parties 
in the Mahratta confederacy, who were only kept together 
by a general dread of their common enemy, the Engliſh, and 
who only waited for a ceſſation of hoſtilities with us to 


return to their habitual and permanent enmity againſt each 


other. I hat the Governor General and Council, in their 
letter of 31ſt Auguſt 1781, made the following declaration 
to the Court of Directors: * The Mahrattas have demand. 
& ed the ſacrifice of the perſon of Ragonaut Row, the ſur- 
«& render of the Fort and territories of Ahmedabad, and of 
« the Fortreſs of Gualior, which are not ours to give, and 
* which we could not wreſt from the proprietors, without the 


< greateſt violation of public faith, No itate of affairs, in 


« our opinions, could warrant our acquieſcence to ſuch 
& requiſition; and we are morally certain, that had we 
s yielded to them, ſuch a conſciouſneſs of the ſtate of our 
& affairs would have been implied, as would have produ- 


* ced an effect the very reverſe from that for which it was 


& intended, by railing the preſumption of the enemy to ex- 
S& act yet more ignominious terms, or perhaps their refuſal 
cc to accept of any; nor, in our opinion, would they have 
& failed to excite in others the ſame belief, and the conle- 
& quent deciſion of all parties againſt us, as the natural 
& conſequences of our decline.“ That the ſaid Haſtings 
himſelf, in his inſtructions to Mr. David Anderſon, after 
authorizing him to reſtore a// that we had conquered du- 
ring the war, expreſsly © excepted Ahmedabad, and the ter- 
* ritory conquered for Futty Sing Gwicowar,” That ne- 
vertheleis the laid Haſtings, in the peace concluded by him, 
has yielded to every one of the conditions reprobated in the 
preceding declarations, as igneminious, and incompatible with 
public faith. ; 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did abandon the Rana of 
Gohud, in the manner already charged; and that the faid 
Rana has not only loſt the Fort of Gualior, but all his own 


country and is himſelf a priſoner.— That the faid Haſtings did 


not iuterpoſe to obtain any terms in fayour of the Nabob ot 
Bopaul, 
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Bopaul, who was * with great reaſon deſiraus of concealing 


from the Mabrattas the attachment he had borne to the En- 


gliſh Government; the ſaid Nabob having a juſt dread of the 
danger of being expoſed to the reſentment of the Mahrattas, 
and no 83 on the faith and protection of the En- 

liſh. That by the gth Article of the treaty with Futty 
Sing, it was ſtipulated, that when a negociation for peace 
ſhould take place, his intereſt ſhould be primiarily confider- 
ed; and that Mr. David Anderſon, the Miniſter and Repre- 
ſentative of the Governor General and Council, did declare 
to Scindia, that it was indiſpenſably incumbent on us to ſup- 
port Futty Sing's rights. 

That nevertheleſs every acquiſition made for or by the 
ſaid Futty Sing, during the war, particularly the Fort and 
territories of Ahmedabad, were given up by the ſaid Haſtings : 
That Futty Sing was replaced under the ſubjection of the 
Peſhwa, (whoſe reſentment he had provoked by taking 
part with us in the war) and under an obligation to pay 
a tribute, not ſpecified, "to the Peſhwa, and to perform ſuch 
ſervices, and to be ſubject to ſuch obedience, as had long been 
eſtabliſhed and cuſtomary ; and that, no limit being fixed to 
ſuch tribute or ſervices, the ſaid Futty Sing has been left 
wholly at the mercy of the Mahrattas. 

That with reſpect to Ragoba, the ſaid Haſtings, in his in- 
ſtructions to Mr. Anderſon, dated 4th of November 1781, 
contented himſelf with ſaying, We cannot totally abandon 
c the intereſts of Ragonaut Row. Endeavour to obtain 
& for him an adequate proviſion.“— That Mr. Anderſon de- 
clared to Madajee Scindia +, * that as we had given Rago- 
ba protection as an independent prince, and not brought 
& him into our ſettlement as a priſoner, we could not in 
« honour pretend to impoſe the /malle/? reſtraint on his will, 
«© and he muſt be at liberty to go wherever he pleaſed ; that 
& jt muſt reſt with Scindia himſelf to prevail on him to re- 
“ fide in his country; all that we could do was to agree, 
« after a reaſonable time, to withdraw our protection from 
Him, and not to inſiſt on payment of the ſiipend to him, as 
& Scindia had propoſed, unleſs on the condition of his reſid- 
« ing in ſome part of Scindia's territories.” . 

That, notwithſtanding all the preceding declarations, and 
in violation of the public faith repeatedly pledged to Ragoba, 
he was totally abandoned by the taid Haſtings in the treaty, 
no proviſion whatever being made even for hrs ſubſiſtence, 
but on a condition to which he could not ſubmit, without 


* Anderſon's Letter of 26th January 1782. 
+ Anderſon's Letter of 2qth February 1782. 
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the certain loſs of his liberty, and probable hazard of his 
life; namely, that he ſhould voluntarily, and of his own accord, 
repair to Scindia, and quietly refide with him. That ſuch 
treacherous deſertion of the ſaid Ragoba is not capable of be- 
ing juſtified by any plea of neceſſity; but that in fact no 
ſuch neceflity exiſted ; ſince it appears that the Nizam, who, 
of all the contracting parties in the confederacy, was per- 
ſonally moſt hoſtile to Ragoba, did himſelf propoſe that Ra- 
goba might have an option given him of reſiding within the 

ompany's territories. —That the plan of negotiating a peace 
with the Mahrattas, by application to Scindia, and through 
his mediation, was erneſtly recommended to the faid Haſ- 
tings by the Preſidency ' of Bombay, ſo early as in Febru- 
ary 1779, who ſtated clearly to him the reaſons why ſuch 
application ought to be made to Scindia, in preference to any 


other of the Mahratta Chiefs, and why it would probably 


be ſucceſsful ;z the truth and juſtice of which reaſons were 
fully evinced in the iſſue, when the ſaid Haſtings, after in- 
curring, by two years delay, all the loſſes and diſtreſſes of 
a calamitous war, did aCtually purſue that very plan with 
much leſs effect or advantage than might have been ob- 
tained at the time the advice was given. That he neglected 
the advice of the Preſidency of Bombay, and retarded the 
peace, as well as made its conditions worſe, from an obſti- 
nate attachment to his project of alliance offenſive and de- 
fenſive with the Raja of Berar, the object of which was ra- 
ther a new war, than a termination of the war then exiſt- 
ing againſt the Peſhwa. | 

That the ſaid Haſtings did farther embarraſs and retard the 
concluſion of a peace, by employing different Miniſters at 
the Courts of the ſeveral Contederate Powers, whom he 
ſeverally empowered to treat and negociate a peace. 
That theſe Miniſters not acting in concert, not know- 
ing the extent of each others commiſhons, and having 
no inſtructions to communicate their reſpective proceed- 


ings to each other, did in effect counteract their ſeveral 


negociations.— That this want of concert and of ſimplicity, 


and the myſtery and intricacy in the mode of conducting the 


negociation on our part, was complained of by our Miniſters 
as embarraſſing and diſconcerting to us, while it was adyanta- 
geous to the adverſe party, who were thereby furniſhed with 
opportunity and pretence for delay, when it ſuited their pur- 
pole; and enabled to play off one ſet of negociators againſt 
another: That it alfo created jealouſy and diſtruſt in the vari- 
ous contending parties, with whom we were treating at the 
ſame time and to whom we were obliged to make contradicto- 


ry profeſſions, while jt betrayed and expoſed to them all our 
; on 
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own eagerneſs and impatience for peace; raiſing thereby 
the general claims and pretenſions of the enemy. That 
while Dalhouſie Watherſton, Eſquire, was treating at Poonab, 
and David Anderſon, Eſquire, in Scindia's camp, with ſepa- 
rate powers applied to the ſame object, the Miniſter at Poo- 
nah informed the ſaid Watherſton, that he had received pro- 
poſals for peace from the Nabob of Arcot, with the approba- 
tion of Sir Eyre Coote ; that he returned other propofals to the 
ſaid Nabob of Arcot, who had aſſured him (the Miniſter) 
that thoſe propoſals would be acceded to, and that Mr. Mac- 
pherſon would ſet out for Bengal, after which orders ſhould be im- 
mediately diſpatched from the Honourable the Governor General 


and Council to the eech he wiſhed, That the ſaid Nabob 


« had, promiſed to obtain and forward to him the expected 
orders from Bengal in fifteen days, - and that he was therefore 
every inſtant in expectation of their arrival; and obſerved 
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tial perſon to Poonah, he conceived that thoſe orders muſt 
„ have actually reached him :” That theretore the treaty, 
formally concluded by David Anderſon, was in effect and 
ſubſtayce the ſame with that offered, and in reality concluded 


by the Nabob of Arcot, with the exception only of Salſette, 


which the Nabob of Arcot had agreed to reſtore to the Mah- 
rattas. That the intention of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in 


preſſing for a peace with the Mahrattas, on terms ſo diſnho- 
nourable, and by meaſures ſo raſh and ill- concerted, was not 


to reſtore and eſtabliſh a general peace throughout India, but 
to engage the lndia Company in a new war againſt Hyder Al- 
ly, and to make the Mahrattas parties therein. That the 
eagerneſs and paſſion with which the ſaid Haſtings purſued 


this object, laid him open to the Mahrattas, who, depended 


thereon for obtaining whatever they ſhould demand from us. 
--- That in order to carry the point of an offenſive alliance 


againſt Hyder Ally, the ſaid Haſtings expoſed the negocia- 
tion for peace with the Mahrattas to _ difficulties and 
* 


delays. That the Mahrattas were bound by a clear and re- 
cent engagement, which Hyder had never violated in any ar- 
ticle, to make no peace with us which ſhould not include 
him; that they pleaded the ſacred nature of this obligation 
in anſwer to all our requiſitions on this head, while the ſaid 
Haſtings, ſtill importunate for his favourite point, ſuggeſted 
to them various means of reconciling a ſubſtantial breach of 
their engagement with a formal obſervance of it, and taught 
them how they might at once be parties in a peace with Hy- 
der Ally, and in an offenſive alliance for immediate hoſtility 
againſt him. That theſe leflons of public duplicity and arti- 
fice, and theſe devices of oſtenſible faith and real treachery, 


could 


that, when General Goddard propoſed to fend a confiden- 
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could have no effect but to degrade the national character, 


and to inſpire the Mahrattas themſelves, with whom we were 
in treaty, with a diſtruſt in our ſincerity and good faith. 
That the object of this fraudulent policy (viz. the utter de- 
ſtruction of Hyder Ally, and a partition of his dominions) 
was neither wiſe in itſelf, or authorized by the orders and in- 
ſtructions of the Company to their ſervants; that it was in- 
compatible with the treaty of peace, in which Hyder Ally 
was included, and contrary to the repeated and beſt under 
ſtood injunctions of the Company; being in the firſt place a 
bargain for a new war, and in the next aiming at an extenſion 
of our territory by. conqueſt, That the beſt and ſoundeſt 
political opinions, on the relations of theſe: ſtates, have al- 
ways repreſented our great ſecurity againſt the power of the 
Mahrattas to depend on its being balanced by that of Hyder 
Ally; and tne Myſore country is fo placed as a barrier between 
the Carnatic and the Mahrattas, as to make it vur intereſt ra- 
ther to ſtrengthen and repair that barrier, than to level and 
deſtroy it. That the ſaid treaty of partition does expreſs it - 
ſelf to be eventual with regard to the making and keeping of 
peace; but through the whole courſe of the ſaid Haſtings's 
(rv; he did endeavour to prevent any peace with the 
Sultan or Nabob of Myſore, Tippù Saheb, and did for a long 
time endeayour to fruſtrate all the methods which could have 
rendered the ſaid treaty of conqueſt and partition wholly un- 
neceſſary. 

That the Marattas having taken no effeCtual ſtep to 
oblige Hyder Alley to make good the conditions for which 
they had engaged in his behalf, and the war continuing to be 
carried on in the Carnatic by Tippoo Sultan, fon and ſuc- 
ceſſor of Hyder Ally, the Preſidency of Fort St. George un- 
dertook, upon their own authority, to open a negociation 
with the ſaid Tipoo; which meaſure, though indiſpenſably 
neceſſary, the faid Haſtings utterly diſapproved and diſcoun- 
tenanced, expreſsly denying that there was any ground ot 


motive for entering into any direct or ſeparate treaty with 


Tippoo; and not conſenting to or authorizing any negociati- 
on for ſuch treaty, until after a ceſſation of hoſtilities had 
been brought about with him by the Preſidency of Fort St. 
George, in Auguſt 1773, and the Miniſters of Jippoo had been 
received and treated with by that 1 and Commiſſion- 
ers, in return, actually ſent by the faid Preſidency to the court 
of Poonah; which late and reluctant conſent and authority 
were extorted from him, the ſaid Haſtings, in conſequence 
of the acknowledgment of his Agent at the Court of Madajee 


- Scindia (upon whom the ſaid Warren Haſtings had depended 


for enforcing the clauſes of the Marratta Treaty) of the pre- 
cariouinets 
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cariouſneſs of ſuch dependance, and of the neceſſity of that 
direct and ſeperate Treaty with Tippoo, ſo long and ſo lately 
reprobated by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, notwithſtanding 
the information and intreaties of the Preſidency of Fort St. 
George, as well as the known diſtreſſes and critical ſituation 
of the Company's affairs,---That, though the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did at length give inſtructions for negociating and 
making peace with Tippoo; expreſsly adding, that thoſe in- 
ſtructions extended to all the points which occurred to him or 
them as capable of being agitated or gained upon the occa- 
fon---though the ſaid inſtructions were ſent after the ſaid 
Commiſhoners by the Preſidency of Fort St. George, with 
directions to obey them; though not only the ſaid inftruc- 
tions were obeyed, but advantages gained which did not oc- 
cur to the ſaid Warren Haſtings ;---though the ſaid peace 
formed a contraſt with the Mahratta peace, in neither ceding 
any territory poſſeſſed by the Company before the war, or 
delivering up any dependant or ally to the vengeance of his 
adverſaries, but providing for the reſtoration of all the coun- 
tries that had been taken from the Company and their allies ; 
though the Supreme Council of Calcutta, forming the 
legal government of Bengal in the abſence of the faid 
Warren Haſtings, ratified the ſaid treaty. Yet the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings, then abſent from the feat of government, and 
out of the Province of Bengal, and forming no legal or inte- 
gral part of the government during ſuch abſence, did, after 
ſuch ratification, uſurp the power of acting as a part of ſuch 
government (as if actually ſitting in Council with the other 
members of the ſame) in the conſideration and unqualified 
cenſure of the terms of the ſaid peace. That the Nabob of 


Arcot, with whom the ſaid Haſtings did keep up an unwar- 


rantable, clandeſtine correſpondence, without any communi- 
cation with the Preſidency of Madras, wrote a letter of com- 
plaint, dated the 27th of March 1784, againſt the Preſidency 
of that place, without any communication thereof to the {aid 
Preſidency, the ſaidd complaint being addreſſed to the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, th2 ſubſtance of which complaint was, that 
he (the Nabob) had not been made a party to the late treaty : 
And although his intereſt had been ſufficiently provided 4 
in the ſaid treaty, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did fign a decla- 
ration on the 23d of May, at Lucknow, forming the baſis of 
a new article, and making a new party to the treaty, after it 
had been, by all parties, (the Supreme Council of Calcutta 


included) completed and ratified, and did tranſmit the ſaid 


new ſtipulation to the Preſidency at Calcutta, folely for the 


purpoſes, and at the inſtigation, of the Nabob of Arcot; and 
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the ſaid declaration was made without any previous commu 
nication with the Preſidency aforeſaid, and in conſequenc- 
thereof orders were ſent by the Council at Calcutta to the 
Preſidency of Fort St. George, under the ſevereſt threats in caſe 
of diſobedience; which orders, whatever were their purport, 
would, as an undue aſſumption of, and participation in, the 
government from which he was abſent, become a high miſ- 
demeanor ; but, being to the purport of opening the ſaid 
treaty, after its ſolemn ratification, and propoſing a new clauſe 
and a new party to the ſame, was alſo an aggravation of ſuch 
miſdemeanor, as it tended to convey:to the Indian powers an 
idea of the unſteadineſs of the councils and determinations 
of tne Britiſh government, and to take away all reliance on 
its engagements; and as, above all, it expoſed the affairs of 
the nation aud the Company to the hazard of ſeeing renewed 
all the calamities of war, from whence, by the concluſion of 
the treaty they had emerged, and upon a pretence ſo weak as 
that of propoſing the Nabob of Arcot to be a party to the ſame, 
though he had not been made a party by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings in the Maratta treaty, which profeſſed to be for the 
relief of the Carnatic ;—though he was not a party to the 
former treaty with Hyder, alſo relative to the Carnatic ;— 
though it was not certain whether, if the treaty were once 
opened, and that even Tippoo ſhould then conſent to that 
Nabob's being a party, whether he (the faid Nabob) would 
agree to the clauſes of the ſame, and, conſequently, whether 
the ſaid treaty, once opened, could afterwards be concluded 
—an uncertainty, of which he, the ſaid Haſtings, ſhould 
have learned to be aware, having already once been diſap- 
pointed by the ſaid Nabob's refuſing to accede to a treaty 
which he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, made for him with the 
Dutch about a year before. a 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings having broken a ſolemn and 
honourable treaty of peace, by an unjuſt and unprovoked 
war, having neglected to conclude that war, when he might 
have done it without loſs ot honour to the nation, having 
plotted and contrived, as far as depended on him, to engage 
the India Company in another war, as ſoon as the former 
ſhould be concluded; and having at laſt put an end to a moſt 
unjuſt war again{t the Marattas by a moſt ignominious peace 
with them in which he ſacrificed objects eſſential to the intereſts 
and ſubmitted to conditions utterly incompatible with the 
honour of this nation, and with his own declared ſenſe of 
the diſhonourable nature of thoſe conditions; and having en- 
deavoured to open anew the Treaty concluded with 'T'ippoo 
Sultan through the means of the Preſidency of Fort St. George, 
| ; upon 
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upon principles of juſtice and honour, and which eſtabliſhed 
peace in India ; and thereby expoſing the Britiſh poſſeſſions 
there to the renewal of the dangers and calamities of war--- 
has, by theſe ſeveral acts, been guilty of ſundry high crimes 
and miſdemeanors, 


No. XXI. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


HAT by an Act of the 13th year of his preſent Ma- 

jeſty, intituled, „ An Act for eſtabliſhing certain re- 
„ gulations for the better management of the affairs of the 
* Laſt India Company, as well in India as in Europe.” 
„The Governor General and Council are required and di- 
< rected to pay due obedience to all ſuch orders as they ſhall 
„ receive from the Court of Ditectors of the ſaid United 
„ Company, and to correſpond from time to time, and con- 
6 ſtantly and diligently tranſmit to the ſaid Court, an exact 
particular of all advices or intelligence, and of all tranſac- 
c tions and matters whatſoever that ſhall come to their know- 
6 ledge, relating to the government, commerce, revenues, or 
5 intereſt of the ſaio United Company.” 

That in conſequence of the above-recited Act, the Court 
of Lirectors, in their General Inſtructions of the 2qgth of 
March 1774, to the Governor General and Council, did di- 
rect, That the correſpondence with the Princes or country 
powers in India, ſhould be carried on through the Governor 
General only; but that all letters to be ſent by him ſhould 
& be firſt approved in Council, and that he ſhould lay before 
< the Council, at their next meeting, all letters reccived by 
him in the courſe of ſuch correſpondence, for their infor- 
« mation. | | 

And the Governor General and Council were therein fur- 
ther ordered, That, in tranſacting the“ Buſineſs of their 
* department, they ſhould enter, with the utmoſt perſpicuity 
* and exactnels, all their proceedings whatſoever; and all 
difients, if ſuch ſhould at any time be made by any mem- 
ber of their Board, together with all letters ſent or received 
in the courſe of their correſpondence ; and that broken ſets 
„of ſuch proceedings, to the lateſt period poſſible, be tranſ- 
„ mitted to them (the Court of Directors) a compleat ſet at 
the end of every year, and a duplicate by the next convey+ 
© ance.” 

That in defiance of the ſaid orders, and in breach of the 
above-recited Act of Parliament, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
has, in fundry inſtances, concealed from his Council the cor- 


reſpondence carried on between him and the Princes or coun- 


try powers in India, and neglected to communicate the advices 
and 
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and intelligence he from time to time received from the Britiſh 
re{idents at the different Courts in India to the other Members 
of the government ; and without their knowledge, counſel, 
or participation, has diſpatched orders on matters of the ut- 
moſt conſequence to the intereſts of the Company 

That moreover, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, for the purpoſe 
of covering his own improper and dangerous practices from his 
employers, has withheld from the Court of Directors, upon 
ſundry occaſions, copies of the proceedings had, and the cor- 
reſpondence carried on by him in his official capacity, as Go- 
vernor General, whereby the Court of Directors have been 
kept in ignorance of matters which it highly imported them to 
know, and the affairs of the Company have been * to 
much inconvenience and injury. 

That in all ſuch concealments and acts done or ordered 
without the conſent and authority of the Supreme Council, 


the ſaid Warren Haſtings has been guilty of high crimes and 
miſdemeanors, : 


LS" 36 8 00A 


PUBLICATIONSY 
dy. 14: TT OCED ALE: :--!; 
This Day is publiſhed, in Two Volumes Oftauvo, Price 108. 6s, 


in Boards, 
The BEAUTIES of the BRITISH SENATE; 
Taken from the Debates of the Lords and Commons, from 
the Beginning of the Adminiſtration of Sir Robert Wal- 
pole, to the End of the Second Seſſion of the Right Hon. 
William Pitt. To which is prefixed, 
The LIFE of Six ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Of whom may be had, 
A few remaining Copies, elegantly printed, 
Price 128, of 
A NARRATIVE of the INSURRECTION at BENARES. 
Publiſhed by Order of WARREN HasTinGs, ESQ, 


Fuſt publiſhed, 
In two large vols. 4to. elegautly bound in calf, gilt, and let- 
tered, price 21, 28. 

A COMPLETE GEOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY; 
or UNIVERSAL GAZETTEER, of Antient and Modern 
Geography, containing a full, particular, and accurate de- 
ſcription of the known World in Europe, Afia, Africa, and 
America; compriſing a complete ſyſtem of geography, illuſ- 
trated with correct maps and beautiful views of the principal 
cities, &c. and chronological tables of the Sovereigns of Eu- 
rope. The geographical parts by Jon SgALVY, A. M. 
member of the Roman academy ; author of the Hiſtoire Chro- 
nologique, ſacrèe et profane; Elements of Geography and 
Aſtronomy, &c. &c. interſperſed with extracts from the pri- 
vate manuſcripts of one of the officers who accompanied Cap- 
tain Cook in his voyage to the Southern Hemiſphere, The 
aſtronomical parts from the papers of the late Mr. ISRAEL 
Lyons, of Cambridge, aſtronomer in Lord Mul RA 
yoyage to the Northern Hemiſphere, 


Price 158. or 128. each on taking fix copies, 


STOCKDAL Bs EDITION 


0 F 
CT 
Including, in ONE VOLUME Octavo, the WHOLE of 

his DRAMATIC WORRS: 


With Explanatory Norzs, Compiled from various Commen- 
tators, 


To which are prefixed his LIFE and WILL. 


—— ... 


